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Who is Laurene Allen?

Laurcne Allen is a community health advocate and mom from Merrimach,
Mew Hamgshiro. She has lived there since the 1980: and cares deoply about
her town's health and the ervironment!

What did she do?

Laurcne led & campesgn to capose dangerows “forever choemicals™ called
PFAS in her town's drinking water. These chemicals came from the Saint-
Gobain Performance Plastics plant, which polluted the area for owver 20
yoars. The plant was able to be dosed in May 2004 becauso of her work
and advocacy.

When did this happen?

The problem was discovered in 2006, whon tosis showed the wator was
contaminated. Laurene fought long and hard for countless years to make
sune the issuc was taken serioushy.

Where did this happen?

This took place in Morimack, a town of about 29000 people i southern
Mewr Hamgshinoe.

Why is this important®

PFAS chemicals are harmiful and linked to cancer and other disceses.
Thousands of familics in Morrimack weore exposed to these toxins through
watber, air, and soil.

How did Lawrene make a difference?

Laurcme taught horsclf about PRAS, startod a kocal group called Merrimack
Citizers for Clean 'Water, held mectings, and worked with scientists and
officials. She holped reise swercness, pushed for lsws to protect the
commurity, and kept up the pressore until the plant dicsed. She continues
to make a difforence as she still fights for such causes today!
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Personal Takeaway:

Lewwrene is super influential because she showed me how one
porsons couwage and hard work can fight & sorious
crwircnmental problem and protect &2 whole community. Her
ctory inspires me to bolicve | can do the same!l Morcowes, it
taught me that it is important to speak up for whats right!

Laurene Allen is an
inspiration to me because:

Lavrene didnt give up even when
things were hard. Even without a
background m scence, she leamed
aeverything she needed to fight for
clean water and hold big companies
acoountable. Her story teaches me
that no matter the cdhallenge,
standing up for what's nght and
working with others can make real
change happen Her determination
and courage = something which s
inspiring to me and reminds me to
usa my voice to fight for things | care
about despite the obstacles and
challenges there may bel
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