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Long Island’s drinking water comes mostly from a single underground source. This source is 
under pressure from the historic Bethpage solvent plume. PFAS, or forever chemicals, and 
nitrogen leaking from old septic systems can spark harmful algal blooms. New rules now cap 
PFAS as low as 4 parts per trillion, NY has cracked down on 1,4-dioxane in products, and 
Suffolk created long-term funding to swap septic systems and expand sewers. There is 
progress. Test your water, support septic-to-sewer upgrades, and back local groups restoring 
bays and defending our aquifer. 


