
Name: Evalyn Endriga
Username: evalynendriga581@gmail.com
School: Visayas State University - Main Campus

Day 9: Greener

Title: The Sengwer Indigenous Peoples: A Case Study
on Land Rights and Conservation

Introduction:
The Sengwer indigenous peoples are one of the
marginalized communities living in the Embobut
Forest of the Cherangani Hills, located in western
Kenya. This case study aims to shed light on the
challenges faced by the Sengwer people regarding
their land rights and the conflicts arising from
conservation efforts in their ancestral territory.

Background:
The Sengwer community has a deep connection to
the Embobut Forest, which has been their home for
generations. They have a rich cultural heritage and
rely on the forest for their livelihoods, including
hunting, gathering, and beekeeping. However, their
traditional way of life has been threatened by the
encroachment of conservation efforts and the
exclusionary policies of the Kenyan government.

Challenges faced by the Sengwer people:
1. Land rights and displacement: The Sengwer people
have faced forced evictions and displacement from
their ancestral land due to the government's efforts to
conserve the forest. These actions have disrupted
their way of life, leading to loss of livelihoods, cultural
erosion, and increased poverty among the community.

2. Marginalization and discrimination: The Sengwer
people have long been marginalized and discriminated against by the Kenyan government.
Their rights to land, self-determination, and participation in decision-making processes have
been neglected, leading to a lack of representation and a voice in matters affecting their
community.

3. Conflicts with conservation organizations: Conservation organizations such as the Kenya
Forest Service (KFS) and the European Union-funded Water Towers Protection and Climate
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Change Mitigation and Adaptation (WaTER) project have been implementing conservation
measures in the Embobut Forest. However, their approaches have often disregarded the rights
and needs of the Sengwer people, leading to conflicts and tensions.

Efforts for resolution:
1. Engaging in dialogue: Advocacy groups and NGOs have been working with the Sengwer
community to engage in dialogue with the Kenyan government and conservation organizations.
The aim is to raise awareness about the rights and needs of the Sengwer people and ensure
their inclusion in decision-making processes regarding the conservation of their ancestral land.

2. Legal battles: The Sengwer people and their allies have taken legal action against the forced
evictions and human rights abuses they have faced. They have sought redress through national
and international courts to protect their land rights and seek justice for the violations they have
endured.

3. Promoting community-led conservation: Efforts are being made to promote community-led
conservation initiatives that take into account the traditional knowledge and practices of the
Sengwer people. This approach ensures the sustainable management of the Embobut Forest
while respecting the rights and livelihoods of the indigenous community.

Conclusion:
The case of the Sengwer indigenous peoples highlights the ongoing struggle for recognition and
protection of land rights for marginalized communities. It emphasizes the importance of inclusive
conservation efforts that respect the rights, traditions, and knowledge of indigenous peoples. By
promoting dialogue, legal action, and community-led conservation, there is hope for a more
equitable future where the Sengwer people can thrive in harmony with their ancestral land.


