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gabrielleprojectgreen Hernan Payaguaje is a
young Secoya leader. The Secoya, or Siekopai,
people have lived for generations along the
Amazon River. He learned to fish from the rivers
with his grandpa, who lives in classical
indigenous ways. Hernan has a college education
and struggles with his modern Secoya identity.
He aims to connect his culture and education to
understand what contaminants are present
among the waters so he can protect his people.

His grandfather explained how Siekopai means
“the People of Many Colors."” They got that name
for they way they dressed: brightly colored
feathers from birds like parrots and toucans!

In this watercolor painting, | aimed to capture the
colors in the fish shaped as feathers, swimming
through beautiful, clear water and healthy
greenery, leading to a tie die swirl at the heart.
The black is the adjacent filth that oil industries
have introduced to the rivers.
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Gabrielle Fugate
Louisville Eastern High School



