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Dear Legislator Lafazan,
My name is Justin Chen and I have been participating in the Project Green Challenge for the
past 23 days. An issue that has come up a lot is food waste. As Americans, we throw out about
242 pounds of food per person, per year. Over 216 billion dollars worth of food is wasted here
every year. A good analogy is like coming out of the supermarket with four bags of food, then
dropping one of them. Now this isn’t just a money problem or a moral problem. It is a GLOBAL
climate problem. Food waste in dumpsters across the United states emits 170 million tons of
CO2 and 67 million tons of ozone-killer methane. That’s over six percent of worldwide
greenhouse gas emissions from food waste alone! There needs to be a way to solve this
because no matter how much more efficient our cars or homes become, if we can’t solve this
food waste problem, we can’t solve climate change.

Like I’ve stated before, this problem affects everyone in the world, especially the poorer
countries. Even though things may seem fine in the United States right now, we are very lucky
to have the resources to keep going about our daily lives. However, this ignorance of climate
change may very well be our downfall. We see these data and figures. We know that we need to
do something about it, but there is no real urgency among us. According to the Department of
Environmental Conservation of New York, the temperature has already risen 2.4 degrees F
since 1970, we are much more prone to flooding due to a foot increase in sea levels, and
climate disruption will lead to heat waves and drought.

This topic isn’t all bad though. There are many diverse solutions and approaches to food waste
that could be implemented. An effective yet simple concepted solution is through composting. It
has been widely known to farmers and gardeners alike that composting is a good way to bring
nutrients from food wastes back into the ground. My idea is to have a composting project
around Nassau County and Long Island. There could be specialized trucks or bins to move food
waste to areas for composting. Also, if people or restaurants bring their food waste to the
composting area themselves, they can receive money back like a plastic water bottle station.
Also, in areas with apartments or condos, there can be designated food waste bins to collect a
lot of food waste. As restaurants in NYC alone produce ½ million tons of food waste (which is
enough to fill several subway cars per day), it could be really useful to partner with local
restaurants to compost their food waste.

The changes and solutions I am pursuing are lasting with future goals because in the future,
there needs to be a real solution to food waste anyways. By utilizing composting as a way to
regenerate land and use food waste, we can meet future goals. In the near future, several steps
that should be taken are reaching out to other leaders and people in charge of things like this.
Also, connecting with the sanitation department to arrange things could be very useful. Another
step is to use social media to get people to realize the extent of climate change and how they
can help by eliminating their food wastes or bringing them to compost. Public meetings held to



educate those who are interested in making an impact or to join the cause should also be
arranged. In the long run, there needs to be good connections with the sanitation department
officials in order to obtain land for composting and making arrangements to get food waste and
how everything should be done for maximum efficiency. Although it may seem far-fetched, it will
take time and a good time to start is always now because there is no better time to help stop
real problems.

This project would need real support from local, state, and federal officials in order to set things
up. At the local level, land could be allocated for composting use, transportation of food waste
could be issued, and state or federal funding could be used. However, in order for this project to
be successful, we need support from the community. They have to realize the changes they are
making are worthwhile and that they are contributing to a cause that they believe in. That is why
it is important to educate them in these things and get them involved and part of the movement.
While it may seem like a big change, one needs to step out of their comfort zone to improve
society. Thank you!

Sincerely, Justin Chen




