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Dear Activate UTS, 
 
My name is Tahlia Martignago, and I am a student at UTS. Over the last month, I have been 
participating in the Project Green Challenge, a month-long challenge in October, an 
international competition for high school and university students that aims to inspire 
environmental activism. Over the past month, we have been investigating different 
environmental issues in depth, and one of them in particular stood out to me, in particular 
relating to UTS: Fashion. 
 
UTS and Activate have a fantastic reputation for sustainability, both nationally and 
internationally and I am so proud to be part of a community that values the future of our 
environment so much. However, whilst UTS are pioneering the sustainability movement for 
universities, one area lacking is our merchandise. Fashion is a major contributor to 
environmental degradation and injustice through the copious amounts of water to produce the 
raw materials, as well as the use of materials containing microplastics that are washed into our 
oceans, major carbon emissions, and inadequate working conditions that affect our most 
vulnerable communities.  
 
According to your website, Activate’s UTS merch is primarily made up of cotton and polyester 
and is “designed in Australia”, with no indication as to where these garments are manufactured 
or the conditions under which they are manufactured. Cotton is a major contributor to the 
fashion industry’s incredible use of water, consuming 1931L of water per kg of cotton 
produced. Polyester production contributes significantly to carbon emissions which UTS is 
trying to be free from; where in 2015, polyester for clothing production was responsible for the 
global emission of 282 billion kg of carbon dioxide. Furthermore, in countries where clothing 
items are commonly produced, such as Bangladesh, China, Vietnam and Hong Kong, loose 
labour laws mean that workers are not being paid enough to live adequately.  
 
UTS has a fantastic reputation for their sustainability and commitment to a just future for all 
and improving our merchandise materials and sourcing would further enhance this image. I 
don’t currently have any UTS merchandise, however I know that I would be much more inclined 
to purchase merchandise if I know that it has been sustainable sourced.  
 
In order to change this, I propose that Activate UTS sources their merchandise from designers 
that uphold commitment to sustainable and fair trade fashion. For example, the UTS shorts 
could instead be sourced from “Ethical Tees”, an Australian company that prints designs onto 
organic, sustainable cotton apparel. This would be a good short term goal for Activate, but 
would ideally expand to include the rest of the apparel offered by Activate. These products may 
be slightly more expensive, so retail prices may need to reflect this, however further advertising 



about the benefits of this item over the prior items would help garner attention and could help 
promote further environmental activism in our community. Alternatively, we could involve 
some of the student societies, such as EcoSoc and/or DesignSoc to help source, design and 
produce these products, which would provide opportunities for students to get involved and 
have a say in the products they are wearing each day.  
 
 

 


