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Dear Mayor John Cooper,

Nashville’s air quality has always been poor, but the air quality has gotten far worse recently.
During the most recent monitoring periods, levels of PM2.5 and Ozone levels have remained
dangerously near the governmental threshold. This means that increased pollution from
population growth, which Nashville is experiencing a lot of, could make the pollution levels
exceed the EPA’s standards.

While this is threatening to all residents of Nashville, there are certain communities that are
experiencing the consequences more than others. The Cayce community in Nashville is
experiencing the highest rates of asthma levels in Davidson county due to air pollution. Around
the community, there are multiple sources of pollution that travel upwind to Cayce. Toxic
substances are also being legally released within two miles of the community. Also, recycled
tires are being used for mulch on the playgrounds which is releasing toxic chemicals.

Assessments of the Cayce community have shown that the average Cayce home has well
exceeded the standards of indoor air pollutants. This is mainly due to the particulate matter being
released from the pollutants outside. Air pollutants pose serious health risks, especially for young
children. Children who experience air pollution can face reduced lung function and issues with
organ development.

It’s crucial that we protect the health of all communities in Nashville. Lower-income
communities like Cayce often are exposed to much more pollution than higher-income
communities. The planners who do this don’t think that they’ll fight back and choose to ignore
the injustice that this is causing. It’s time that the Nashville community helps the Cayce
community.

By helping the Cayce community, we would be able to protect the health of their residents, as
well as the environment surrounding them. The first thing that needs to be done is to raise
awareness about the injustices happening in the community. I would suggest inviting members of
the Cayce community to speak with members of the Nashville city council. It’s crucial that we
uplift the members of this community. Additionally, I think it’s important that this issue is
brought to attention in Nashville newspapers/news sources.

Short term, there are a few community projects that the Cayce community could take part in. I
think it would be helpful to create a newsletter for the Cayce community about ways they could
reduce pollution within their community. This would give them actionable steps that they can



take to improve their situation. Also, I think it would be important to prioritize replacing the tires
on the playground with regular mulch.

Long term, there would need to be some engineers hired to work on the interstate located right
near the community. The interstate is located too close to the community, and some
environmental engineering could alleviate pollution. I would also propose building a community
park in Cayce with a garden. Not only would this help control the pollution, but it would give the
members of the community a safe place to gather.

I hope you will take these proposals into consideration.

Thank you,
Abigail Marianetti




