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1. I volunteer at my school’s local food pantry, called the UT Outpost every week, and often
many students come and grab many things, sometimes going over their limit for the
week. I often get questions as a volunteer as to when we restock, and I feel bad, since at
that point, we had already restocked, it’s just that supply goes out so quick.

2. As the article has said, food insecurity is prevalent more in Indigenous students, Black
students, and American Indian/Alaskan Native students. In addition, it’s mainly students
who are struggling to even afford college, or already qualify for financial aid, who
struggle with affording food. Many of these legislative plans only applied to full time
students who were working jobs, had kids, etc. before the pandemic. Food insecurity has
huge ties to other factors, because America was built on systemic racism, which has and
still does affect the socioeconomic status and food insecurity of many students.

3. UT Outpost is an organization on campus that serves as a food pantry, and constantly
encourages donations. Like the article talked about, food pantries are often
unpredictable because donations and quantity of donations vary. They track the amount
of pounds of food that come in weekly, and also track how much students leave with.
Because of the inconsistent amount of donations, students do have a limit of a certain
amount of pounds per week, and some weeks are more scarce than others. I volunteer
there to make sure food gets processed and restocked as quickly as possible to give
students as much as possible when they need it. In addition, it is also a career closet
that gives students free professional clothes, and I work to restock that as well, since
they are quite costly.

4. Some viable solutions are the university giving the UT Outpost funds each week to go
out and buy a consistent amount of food so that students have a replenished supply
each week. In addition, having weekly food drives is often unpredictable as well, but
having them off campus near grocery stores makes it more convenient for other people
to drop off things, instead of having to go to the campus store and donate it.

5. I know the UT Outpost’s director, and I could give her some ideas, as well as try to start
some local food drives on campus. I have already talked to her about an app that
prevents food waste called Too Good To Go. Since I am an ambassador, I have
vouchers people can use.
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