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Name: Jensen Coonradt

Username: CapyBatman

School: Oswego East High School

20 October 2022

Environmental Change in my School

The environmental focus I selected is increasing the prevalence of recycling and

composting to reduce the waste entering landfills and incinerators. My school currently

has no recycling and composting; I was shocked to find that a school as large as ours does

not even recycle and decided that this needs to change. I had a call with a local leader in

the Sierra Club who runs programs to incorporate recycling and composting in school

waste management. We are working to receive grant funding to purchase recycling and

composting bins for the cafeteria at my school. We are also finding local composting and

recycling facilities that can collect from our school to ensure our compost and recycling

are collected. Every high school in my area, other than ours, recycles. We have no system

to recycle, and as soon as we implement a plan for this purpose, we can begin to recycle

paper, aluminum cans, and certain types of plastic waste. I am already using my skill sets

to create this change. I am working with my state representative on an environmental

protection bill and told one of her staff members about my school’s lack of recycling and

composting. Hence, he arranged for a meeting with the Sierra Club. I then explained the
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problem to the Sierra Club, who agreed to help our school solve this problem. Once

implemented, I plan to work with my school’s ecology team to raise awareness for the

new recycling and composting program. We will need to educate students about what can

be composted and recycled and the importance of using these separate bins instead of just

the trash can.

School Proposal

The Problem

I am trying to solve the problem of recyclable waste being placed in landfills

instead of being reused for other purposes because our school offers no recycling. I chose

to work towards solving this problem because, according to the EPA (the United States

Environmental Protection Agency), 75% of American waste is recyclable, but only 30%

is recycled. Not only do landfills take up space that could be used for other purposes, but

they also pollute groundwater and create greenhouse gasses that lead to global warming.

These are significant issues that need to be addressed. Unfortunately, our school only

adds to the problem of the growing quantity of waste ending up in landfills or being

incinerated by having no way for students to recycle or compost.
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Plan of Action

To solve this problem, we will work with Caroline Wooten, a leader in the Sierra Club,

who has offered to help our school implement a recycling program. We will also use the

resources at https://wastedfoodaction.org/school-toolkit/ to reduce the food waste our

school produces and implement composting. The ecology team at our school will

promote these new bins in the lunchroom (eventually, recycling and compost bins will

also be in school classrooms) and educate students on what products are recyclable and

compostable.

Rationale

We are one of the very few school districts to have no recycling. Our goal should be to

inspire other schools to follow our lead regarding environmental action. We should be

showing students the importance of sustainability so they can take these teachings with

them for the rest of their lives. Therefore, we should implement recycling and

composting, teaching students valuable lessons about eco-friendly waste management

and inspiring other school districts to follow our example.

Solution

We will start by having a recycling and a composting bin, in addition to the regular trash

cans, in our cafeteria, where they will significantly reduce the amount of student waste

https://wastedfoodaction.org/school-toolkit/
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entering the trash. Next, we will work with local recycling and composting companies to

organize a system where they collect our recycling and compost. Finally, after

successfully implementing recycling and composting in the lunchroom, we will begin to

add recycling and composting bins in other areas around the school: In classrooms, in

hallways, and in the library.

Caption: The above proposal with appropriate tags.

Social media post on the next page.
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