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The environmental focus area that we have selected is waste, specifically food waste. In

our school, we generate so much food waste each day. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, our

school had a composting program in place. There were compost bins in the school's main

cafeteria and were about to implement composting in the secondary cafeteria. Our school has

also recently begun donating its leftover and unused food to local soup kitchens and food

pantries. Our school needs to reinstate the composting systems as well as make food donations

more of a priority. To make these calls we would need to work with our school's maintenance

team and our school sustainability coordinator. Some of the recommendations that we could

make to our school are that we need to reteach people about the proper way to use the compost

and triple stream waste bins as well as inform people as to why it is important. Along with

school waste at our school, the use of single-use plastic is exceptionally high. Snacks, drinks, and

so much more are served in plastic containers. We have many ideas on how our school can

reduce its plastic use. Along with the composting system, our school has many recycling bins

that are not being properly used. Teaching our community how to recycle is the first step in

helping with plastic waste. Another thing that our school can do is come up with many other

items to use instead of plastics. One example is reusable cups or mugs for drinks. Another is

paper/compostable containers for food items. A program called GROWNYC has helped

implement recycling programs into over 500 schools in New York City and is helping to reach

the no waste by 2030 goal.



Proposal

Problem: Our school does not have plastic recycling bins in the classrooms despite the frequent
use of plastic throughout our school community.

Plan of Action: We hope to talk to the sustainability coordinator at our school to pitch our plan
and get it into action. We can talk about the logistics such as how many bins we need, how much
do they cost, what our budget is, where they are placed, etc.

Rationale: People at our school constantly use plastic. Almost every student constantly goes to
coffee shops such as Starbucks and Joe’s coffee that use plastic cups and plastic straws. When
they’re done with this, the students at our school do not have anywhere to recycle these since we
don’t have any plastic recycling bins in the classrooms, so most of these cups and straws end up
in the trash. Although we wish we could cut plastic from our school entirely, that is not a feasible
solution. Since we can’t prevent people from using plastic, the next best solution would be to
have plastic recycling bins so all this plastic does not go into our trash system.

Solutions: We hope to implement plastic recycling bins in every classroom in our school or at
least in places that are easily accessible for everyone to throw out their plastic. We hope to do
this by adding plastic recycling bins into many classrooms in our school This will help reduce
plastic in our schools trash systems


