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I live in the U.S., and according to the Guardian, we rank 24th in the world in
environmental performance. This is pretty sad considering we are a developed country, and the
“wealthiest” in the world. The US is the second biggest climate polluter after China. In addition,
politics has had a huge effect on environmental issues and policies. Donald Trump expressed
uncertainty pertaining to climate change, which is why he withdrew the nation from the Paris
Climate Accord, after Obama had put us in it in the first place. We went backwards, while other
nations went forward, because climate change is a controversial issue, when it definitely
shouldn’t be.

350 is a nonprofit organization that focuses on fossil fuels and turning to 100%
renewable energy, and they are international. Greenpeace USA also has a lot of impact on
environmental policy in that they have links to many petitions all over their website, and they
conduct investigative reports on major companies like Walmart to expose their practices and
spread more information on the legislation that is being debated and being proposed. Recently,
there was a proposal to “hide trade data used to trace labor abuses through the seafood supply
chain.” This would make it harder to eliminate modern day slavery, and thus have a negative
effect on human rights.

Earthjustice is a great organization that consists of lawyers who are fighting for climate
justice. They advocate for many types of issues, ranging from fracking to air quality to
agriculture. A policy proposal they have is cleaning coal ash from our air and environment,
which is something that is overlooked, in my opinion, since I think most people primarily focus
on getting rid/reducing fossil fuel consumption and sustainable practices. I think it’s important to
also shed light on the present and the immediate residue.
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