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I am on the land of the Ho-Chunk nation. Today, the Ho-Chunk nation national government is

located in Black River Falls, Wisconsin. Although the Ho-Chunk have no reservations in

Wisconsin, portions of the land hold a “reservation” status. Something interesting I learned about

the Ho-Chunk tribe is that their government is similar to the United States federal government in

that it has an executive branch, judicial branch, and legislative branch. It differs however in the

structure of each branch. The legislative branch still passes laws but is composed of 13

representatives, called legislators, from 4 districts, who can serve up to two terms of four years

each. As the areas, the Ho-Chunk live are dispersed throughout Wisconsin and even neighboring

states due to having no official reservation, 3 of the districts are within Wisconsin and 1

encompasses any Ho-Chunk residing outside of Wisconsin. The judicial branch of the Ho-Chunk

nation has a supreme court with three justices that interpret the laws made by the legislative

branch. There is also a trial court where 3 justices are responsible for hearing criminal and civil

cases and determining the respective rights and claims of the parties in a suit. Another interesting

fact that I learned was that Ho-Chunk men were farmers and sometimes went to war to protect

their families while Ho-Chunk women were still farmers but also did most of the child care and

cooking. The chiefs of the tribe and the warriors were almost always men, but the tribe had a few

female chiefs. Also, some women became warriors and wore men’s clothing to battle. Both
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genders participated in storytelling, traditional medicine, artwork, and music. An important

animal in their culture is the hare as they believe the benevolent Hare is in charge of the Earth in

the layered universe. Nachusa bison are another important animal to the Ho-Chunk tribe. The

tribe hunted the bison: they were an important source of food for the tribe. Also, in cold weather,

tribe members wore robes made from bison hide.

Land Acknowledgement

I want to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the Ho-Chunk tribe. We unfairly

took your land and then made you pay to get sections of your land back. We apologize for our

ancestors' racist and colonialist behavior and hope to work with the Ho-Chunk tribe to assist in

repairing the damage we have caused you.

Local Organization Led by Indigenous People

S.O.A.R is an organization dedicated to the welfare of Illinois’s native birds of prey. It was

founded in 1989 by George and Bernadette Richter. Their goals are to educate the public about

raptors and habitats, to promote the scientific study of free-living-raptors, to train raptor

handlers, to improve conditions for captive raptors, and to resolve conflicts between humans and

raptors.
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Land Acknowledgement Video

I created a video as my impactful land acknowledgment. I uploaded it to YouTube so others can

view it. The link to my video is here:

https://youtu.be/45MOX2QzV4s

Social Media Caption

Watch my Ho-Chunk tribe land acknowledgment here: https://youtu.be/45MOX2QzV4s. Land

acknowledgments are important to both people and the planet! They help indigenous people

through the ancestors of settlers recognizing the history of colonialism and the need for change

in settler colonial societies. These acknowledgments also demonstrate the relationship between

indigenous people and the land. By understanding this connection, we can work towards helping

the planet by the potential incorporation of indigenous practices into land care. @TurningGreen

#PGC2022

Instagram post on next page:

https://youtu.be/45MOX2QzV4s
https://youtu.be/45MOX2QzV4s
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