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I chose to go to the Peace District Park. My plan was to dress appropriately for the day
ahead, pack my reusable water bottle, go to the studio, do some work, invite friends, get food,
take the bus to the park, and explore its features like the treehouse, the huge hay burrows, the
bridge, the creek, the water features, and the greenery. I wanted to get some work done before I
ended up going to this park, so I planned ahead and packed light. I packed some candy as well,
since I didn’t have a lot of snacks at home. I used the “Plan & Prepare” aspect of the Leave No
Trace seven principles. I wore a comfortable sports bra from Lululemon and Calvin Klein shorts
and a green sweater. The weather was so nice today, and it has been this comfortable for the
past couple of days, so I wanted to take advantage of that and take my friends with me on this
little adventure.

Look how much greenery is here! It was so
awestrucking seeing this in person because it was
expansive. The treehouse on the right was also beautiful to stumble across. We didn’t even see
it because it was so well-hidden in the trees. I love the underlying structure and transparency of
this natural treehouse. So well-made.



I love this picture so much, because like I
mentioned in my Green submission for today, I
love stargazing, and being here made me so
relaxed. I love looking at stars or resemblances
of it (I used to have those glow-in-the-dark stars
in my room as a kid). When I was here, I saw
many couples just staring at them together, and
since I am currently long-distance with my
boyfriend (Boston), it made me want to be there
with him, stargazing like everyone else. Time just
stops, and you just stare, and it’s so nice.

Adventure Recap:
I saw lots of kids and families celebrating a birthday! The playplace for the kids is made

out of organic and natural elements, like literal wood and string, to emphasize the human
connection with the outdoors and nature. I love that, because it makes you feel “one with the
outdoors.” I also saw a big treehouse (the dome images) made out of wood and sticks, hidden
in the forest. In my architecture courses, I learn a lot about how architecture takes inspiration
from nature, organisms, and biology, and I thought this was a perfect example of how the
creators nestled the treehouse into the wood, to preserve the original vegetation and to create
that interconnectedness. When you’re laying there on the big hammock, you feel like you’re in
the forest. I thought this interpretation of a treehouse was so cute and innovative. There were
also activity areas for basketball, and even a group of large sticks set up to replicate a bonfire.
There was also a sign by the grills saying they were turned off because of the burn ban, which I
thought was environmentally conscious of the park. There was a red bridge over a creek that we
had crossed, and it was a beautiful entrance to the wide grass lawn of the Peace Park.

I didn’t really see any animals there besides the annoying mosquitoes and the dogs! It’s
a really nice dog park, and even has water features (but they were turned off today) for them. I
think they are trying to conserve water, since we are going through a drought. So many cute
fluffy dogs were there to exercise with their owners, which I thought was super adorable. I saw a
lot of trees and grass but no specific plants, unfortunately.

I would describe the environment as peaceful, hence the name Peace Park, and
interesting. I mean interesting in a way that it was so unboring- there was so much to it, it was
so accessible, and you just kept wanting to go in further to explore it, because it was just so



alluring. It was peaceful as well. I wanted to go and take a book there to read. The birds were
chirping, the people were talking and laughing, the kids were playing, the dogs were panting,
and I loved being around all that. I love working and experiencing busy environments where
everyone is occupied, but I’m just doing my own thing.

My Experience:
My intention pre-journey was to explore Austin locally and do something free for myself

for once. I feel like I haven’t done any self-care except for buying food and drinks, so I wanted to
take this trip as an opportunity to find a place where I can really explore and I was actually
interested in, not for the sake of this challenge, but for myself. I practically ran all over the park
when I first saw its totality. When we first came to the park, we couldn’t find the treehouse, but
my interest and desire to see more led us going deeper into the park, finding more than the
treehouse, but also amazing architecture, amazing memories, and amazing experiences.

I was able to stick to my original plan! I didn’t find the hay burrows, though, or see the
water feature, because that was closed down, but that just allowed us to stay in the treehouse
for longer! My friends and I were so immersed with the treehouse, that by the time we left, it was
so dark, we just called a Lyft home. It’s okay though, because we were just glad we could make
this memory together and have this little adventure. Sometimes, in the studio, I’ll stay there for
nine hours straight without going outside, so this was a great refresher.

I am really happy I did this. I love parks so much more than I thought. I want to go back,
although the trip is a bit risky itself, but I think it’s worth it. I definitely have more of an
appreciation for the Earth and our responsibility towards the environment, because I got a
reminder of how beautiful it is and can be. I was reminded of its versatility in so many things like
architecture. I love green so much, and I could stare at it all day. I loved being in that tree house
because the branches just circled around me. I felt safe, hidden, and warmed, like I could be
there all day. I love parks so much. I love playing with nature and being in nature. And I think
deep down, everyone feels the same, which is why it’s important to protect the environment. I
saw landfill and recycle bins at the park, and I was happy the park was playing some role in
their responsibility to the environment. The burn ban also reminded me that our responsibility to
the environment should not only be limited to recycling, composting, and landfill options, but
also to others, like water conservation (with the water feature being turned off due to a drought)
and fire prevention. I love Peace Park, it’s so lovely, and I miss it already.




