
WHAT
Despite our state's plethora of aquatic areas,

water quality of freshwater sources is at risk
from climate change and pollutants.

WHY
Bacteria, excessive nutrients, and other pollutants leach
into bodies of water. Much of this waste comes from
farmland, vehicles, sewers, and detergents. 

WHO
While all Rhode Islanders may be affected, 

 impacts will likely vary and disproportionately
target certain neighborhoods and demographics.

HOW
We can make a difference by supporting eco-
friendly legislation, limiting detergent use in our
households, and encouraging politicians to act. 

WHEN
The time for change is now. Just this past year, RI

experienced a slight drought in July. Such events will 
 become more severe, and they too harm water quality. 

RHODE ISLAND
WATER QUALITY





Dear David Cicilline/Jim Langevin/Sheldon Whitehouse/Jack Reed,

As a 16-year-old Rhode Islander, I appreciate water immensely. Our state is,
after all, the Ocean State. However, today, I’m emailing you not about saltwater, but
about freshwater we harness to drink. According to the Audubon Society of RI, our
state has “159 square miles of estuarine waters; 20,749 acres of lakes, ponds, and
reservoirs; and 1,420 miles of rivers and streams.” Despite the clear abundance of
aquatic resources, much of the surface water is polluted with pathogens and
nutrients. In what ways will you work to improve our waters? After all, it is activities
that take place on land (like agriculture) that have tremendous effects on water
quality. Nutrient runoff from farming harms aquatic ecosystems greatly and lessens
the health of their water; are you supporting legislation that limits runoff and other
toxic leaching? Lastly, it’s undeniable that the climate is changing at a devastatingly
rapid pace, and with these changes come severe climatological occurrences. Such
occurrences are droughts, like the one experienced in RI in late July, when
temperatures were high and plants were scorching. Droughts have potential to
deplete groundwater aquifers and lower water quality. It is time to take action.
What are some steps you have taken or plan to take?

Thank you,
Cate Merriam
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