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Dear H.E. Dr. Vathana Sann,

We are trio-eco-wizards, a 17-year-old student at the Liger Leadership Academy, here in Phnom

Penh. Liger Leadership Academy is an organization that provides a 100% residential scholarship

program for economically disadvantaged students from across Cambodia. Liger educates young,

promising students to become change agents through innovations, STEM-based, and

entrepreneurial curriculum. Liger believes that investing in the right few students will change and

impact a multitude of lives.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CjNy8iGP0cM/
http://www.ligeracademy.org


Currently, we are researching plastic pollution and environmental sustainability. After hours of

researching and reading different articles, we have broadened our understanding that the majority

of marine debris is not generated by the ocean source itself, in fact, approximately 80% of marine

debris is generated by the waste on the mainland and most of the debris is plastic. In fact, roughly

2.11 billions tons of solid waste are generated annually worldwide, which consists of 380 millions

tons of plastic waste, and roughly 50% of plastic waste is single-use purpose. Surprisingly,

approximately 84% of those were collected and only about 15% of the waste is recycled and most of

the global waste is still managed by landfill. The improper management of this waste and the

overloaded use of plastic continues to threaten marine life and humans which results in a negative

impact on our ecosystem.

Certainly, our team alone cannot change our planet to be healthy, and our planet can only be helped

unless there is active collaboration with all of us in altering our daily habits of using plastic and

managing solid waste. Although the result might not be seen immediately, our next generation will

be grateful for the result we will bring for them.

As former government school students, we have experienced our lives using plastic bags, plastic

straws, plastic cups, and styrofoams every single day. As we reflected back, we thought we could

have decided not to use those plastic/styrofoams, rather we could have used other alternative

supplies such as metal straws, metal lunch boxes, water bottles, and fabric bags. Therefore, we are

reaching out to you to propose the idea of banning plastic cups, plastic straws, plastic bags, and

stryforms in government schools by requiring students to use other alternative products.

In addition, we would like to request for a quick zoom meeting to discuss the issues with you or

anyone from your department to understand more about the issues and how we as students can

collaborate with the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports and the Ministry of Environment to

combat the issues. In terms of the meeting time, we can be flexible based on your availability. We are

hoping to have the meeting done before October 15th 2022.

We are looking forward to meeting you soon!

Sincerely,

trio-eco-wizards


