
Amy Choi, amylase, The Meadows School

As of 2019, according to the EIA, about 85% of Nevada’s energy was sourced out of
state. The majority of power plants are natural/gas-fired. However, Nevada has access to
hydroelectric power due to the Hoover Dam, which could definitely be used to the state’s
advantage! Additionally, Nevada has a geothermal-solar power plant, combining geothermal
power with solar.

While these renewable energy sources are available, people need to recognize these
options in order for a state utilizing clean energy to become feasible. However, a huge hurdle to
overcome actually has to deal with the casinos. The resorts are required to buy from NV Energy,
and in order to switch to renewable energy, they need to pay to leave. This de-incentivizes the
shift toward sustainable energy. This isn’t to say that some hotels are not trying: MGM began to
implement solar panels, and broke away from their contract with NV Energy! While I present
ways in which sustainable energy can be implemented into Las Vegas, it’s important to note that
legislation to incentivize the shift lies an important factor.

The proposals involve the proliferation of geothermal energy, as Nevada is already one
of the top producers of geothermal energy, making it easily accessible. Especially with the flat
terrain with little agricultural use, having geothermal power plants could prove beneficial for
Nevada’s landscape! The second source is solar energy, but implemented differently than a
typical power plant. Nevada buildings and homes should utilize solar panel windows made from
food waste, a technology engineered by Carvey Maigue. Read about it here. Not only could this
address food waste issues in Nevada, but it will not require as much space, and can be used to
add accents of color to Nevada architecture! When I was walking in my neighborhood, I was
looking at the windows when I remembered the article I had read! Lastly, I propose kinetic
energy tiles, which could be used in the Las Vegas Strip or even my neighborhood! As I was
walking around my school and my neighborhood, I noticed that there were street lamps that
were probably powered by fossil fuels, and when people weren’t walking, it was a waste of
energy! Instead, Las Vegas should implement kinetic energy tiles, which, when people step on
the tiles, acts as a source of energy, and can light nearby surrounding areas. Learn more about
it here! Luckily, other towns have tried it with much success, so we have empirical evidence on
our side!

Sources: https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=NV,
https://lasvegasthenandnow.com/do-vegas-casinos-use-green-energy/,
https://www.nvenergy.com/cleanenergy/renewable-energy-portfolio/geothermal-resources,
https://www.boredpanda.com/solar-energy-panel-aureus-james-dyson-award/?utm_source=goo
gle&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic,
https://theswitch.co.uk/energy/guides/technology/energy-harvesting-tiles
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