
October 4th, 2021

State Representative Steven Ultrino
Massachusetts House Representative
33rd Middlesex District
24 Beacon Street, Room 446, Boston, MA 02133

It has come to my attention as a concerned citizen of Massachusetts that my fellow bay staters in
Malden have been experiencing concerning levels of lead in their drinking water supply. With your help,
we as a community can make Malden a safer, healthier living environment for all citizens through your
support of the legislation. We urge you to work with the Chelsea Water Fund and Lead Service Line
Replacement Collaborative to address this ongoing issue.

Lead is a commonly used element in drinking water pipes. When old pipes corrode, the lead
particles have the ability to seep into the public drinking supply. It has been widely known, especially
from vast media coverage on the Flint Michigan Water Crisis, that lead can cause water supplies to turn a
rust orange color and have a metallic taste. Ingesting lead particles can be particularly toxic, and cause
any number of health issues, including brain damage, kidney damage, nervous system damage, infertility,
and birth and growth defects.

A 2019 study reported that 15.5% of residents live on or below the poverty line, and of that,
10.3% were white, and the other 89.7% were either black, Hispanic/Latino, or other/mixed races.
Compared to other cities in the commonwealth, Malden’s poverty levels were 39.2% higher than the
average in Massachusetts. Many low-income families opt to rent housing as they do not have the proper
credit nor funds to purchase one. In 2019, 59% of housing was reportedly renter-occupied. Although most
cities require private homeowners to replace their portion of lead-contaminated pipes, public drinking
water still flows through public, possibly contaminated drinking water pipes.

Therefore, we urge you, Representative Ultrino to support legislation backing the full and total
replacement of publicly owned, contaminated drinking water pipes. No level of lead, considered safe or
not, should be flowing through taxpayer-funded water pipes. And remember, ditch lead, drink clean water
instead.

Sincerely,

Ella Gingras
Ella Gingras



Source: Massachusetts Clean Water Action

https://www.cleanwateraction.org/states/massachusetts

