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THE GREENEST

COLLEGES

What draws you to the programs?

What makes it unique, compared to other

schools?

Can you find out why and/or when it launched?

If possible, find a specific class that interests you. 

Is there a syllabus you could share?

How would you adapt this to make it your dream

class?



COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
CSU has sustainability studies in all 8 of its

colleges, spanning across programs in

engineering, natural resources, forestry,

public policy, environmental ethics, global

and sustainable business, atmospheric

science, soil and crop sciences, construction

management, and many other programs.

They were the first university to create an

environmentally focused major in 2014.

They are comprehensive and have many

positive testimonials.

This school has a green culture in general.

The first university to be rewarded Platinum

in the STARS rating system, this school is as

sustainable as they get. Located on a

mountain campus, they have easy access to

the wilderness for recreation, volunteer

work, and nature activities!

Their Master of Greenhouse Gas Management and

Accounting program launched in 2014 as an initiative to

support the growing number of environmentalists at the

school (the first in the nation!)

The 150 Global Climate Change class seems like a solid

introductory course into one of the worlds biggest

problems. The course syllabus can be found here:

https://www.atmos.colostate.edu/gradprog/syllabi/ATS15

0_Syllabus_SP20.pdf

I would alter this class to be more hands-on. While we are

in COVID, lectures are not the only was for students to

learn. Conducting case studies of events in history caused

by climate change is an interesting and engaging way for

students to learn about climate change. Furthermore, the

guest lectures could include activists and professionals

instead of just professors too.



STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Stanford’s Energy Systems Innovation Program

has ambitious goals. It aims to reduce carbon

emissions by 68% and cut water usage by 15%

within the next few years. It even aims to

achieve 75% waste diversion by the end of this

year! These feats will transform the campus to

an environmentally friendly haven.

This school focuses on how innovation can

achieve great things. Within sustainability,

students are taught to create unique pathways

to achieve more sustainable lifestyles. The

school offers over 500 courses on sustainability

across 600+ disciplines.

Stanford began its environmental efforts in the

1980s, and started publishing its plans in 2009.

It aims to create an environmentally friendly

space for its students to thrive in. Since 2009,

the school has steadily increased its student

involvement in sustainable clubs and courses.

The 150 Global Climate Change class seems like a solid

introductory course into one of the worlds biggest

problems. The course syllabus can be found here:

https://www.atmos.colostate.edu/gradprog/syllabi/ATS15

0_Syllabus_SP20.pdfStanford began its environmental

efforts in the 1980s, and started publishing its plans in

2009. It aims to create an environmentally friendly space

for its students to thrive in. Since 2009, the school has

steadily increased its student involvement in sustainable

clubs and courses.

Stanford’s sustainability science and practice program is a

three-course strategics program in which students combat

the world’s sustainability problems. On one hand, students

conduct case studies in Leading Change for Sustainability.

On the other hand, students will complete a 120-hour

Practicum project of their own design, collaborating on a

complex sustainability challenge with an outside partner and

working through the types of constraints often faced by

decision makers and leaders.



STANFORD UNIVERSITY

The syllabus and courses can be found

here:https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/sear

ch?

view=catalog&academicYear=&page=0&q=SUS

T&filter-departmentcode-SUST=on&filter-

coursestatus-Active=on&filter-term-

Winter=onhttps://exploredegrees.stanford.edu

/schoolofearthsciences/sust/

I would adapt this program to allow group work to occur.

The majority of activities listed on the syllabus entail

independent work. While every student should be

knowledgeable on sustainability issues, being able to

develop skills of teamwork is imperative to solving this

global problem. Without the ability to collaborate with

peers of your generation, it will be impossible for us to

properly handle this.



STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK COLLEGE

OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND FORESTRY
This state school has made sustainability a critical part of its

identity, claiming that “Sustainability begins with an

obligation to meet present needs without compromising the

ability of future generations to meet their needs” on their

front page. As a school in our home state, it has taken

significant initiative to advance technologies in hopes of

achieving a greener future.

As a research institute focused on environmental science

and forestry, ESF works directly on projects to develop and

advance sustainable technologies. For example, the Willow

Project is an initiative in which students research renewable

energy and environmental applications of the shrub willow.

This renewable resource is proving to be a climate-neutral

fuel that can be grown on underutilized and marginal lands

making it a good candidate for sparking economic

development in rural and formerly-industrial areas.

Furthermore, the Green Campus Initiative allows students to

become

The college was established in 1911 and has had an

environmental focus from the start. ESF offers 160

courses in sustainability and an additional 209

courses that integrate sustainability into the

curriculum. It also partners with over 30 institutes in

its research, and has its dedicated initiative founded

by students.

ESF offers a course called Adirondack Forest

Ecology and Management. Within the course,

students conduct a one-week, field-based

examination of sustainable forest management in the

Adirondacks, framed by concepts and issues

associated with plant and wildlife ecology,

silviculture, and forest management. Contemporary

research on central Adirondack forests are featured

based on work at the Huntington Wildlife Forest.

Emphasis is on experiential learning via a series of

trips to, and laboratories in, the forest



STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK COLLEGE

OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND FORESTRY

All of ESF’s sustainability courses can be

found

here:https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/d

ocuments/Sustainability-Course.pdf

I would adapt this by making it longer, and

giving students the option to create

individualized projects. Allowing each

student to find their own interest within the

forest will give a better outcome, with

several different amazing ideas emerging

from bright minded individuals.



Welcome to
4Cs

Climate Crew Crash Course



When you are

informed, inspired, and

mobilized you change

the world!

- Project Green Challenge (PGC)



In depth learning about the

environment and things that impact

it

Pertinent social and environmental

changes

A daily log that shows the student's

continued growth

A Green Honor Badge for those

who showed their dedication to the

environment

A Green

Honor

The 4Cs
What do we guarantee?



We are ClimateCrew2020

Four high school students (now turned teachers) passionate

about contributing to a greener future!

And this is our green class curriculum

As PGC Challenger's we have learned so much throughout

this ongoing, month-long journey, and hope to share some

of our knowledge with you! Our class syllabus will be

outlined below.

The Teachers



Class Overview

Our 15 week class will follow a similar layout to

the PGC challenges, since each day students can

learn about something new. Our twist however, is

that, after learning about all of these topics,

students will complete a final project that delves

into detail about a certain topic. They will be able

to share their ideas, present to other students, and

have fun interactive labs throughout the semester

that give them a greater appreciation for the

environment! We also have a special daily log that

tracks student progress and awards the most

environmentally forward students. 



Class Syllabus
Students will learn about the basics of this class and review their syllabus. They will also be able

to interact with each other virtually by doing some icebreaker activities and playing some fun

Kahoot games about the environment to get the students excited. 

Students will learn about current statistics on climate change and the impacts humans have on

the environment. Their homework will consist of detailing how they feel about environmental

destruction and creating a FlipGrid video about their thoughts. Students will be asked to

complete the website calculators and create written reflections of how they feel about their

impact on the environment. We will also start to brainstorm some ideas about how to reduce

these environmental impacts. For homework, students will create a chart with notable names of

people who support/ignore climate change in their community (like senators or representatives).

This will be used for future reference. 

Students will begin to learn about the FLOSN foods and in class, they will create fun charts on

which foods are FLOSN and which foods are not. We will do an interactive lab in which students

can go around their homes and find FLOSN products. The student with the most will win.

Afterwards, students will pledge to use more FLOSN products and keep record, in their daily

log, whether they purchased a FLOSN good over one that isn’t. Another part of this unit will be

learning about plant-based products and eating more of said products by recording their meals

on their daily logs. This way students will be able to visually see how their habits have changed

throughout the course. Finally, students will learn about how to reduce food waste. We will host

an interactive lab where students can film a video of the process of making a compost bin and

also track their use of the bin in their daily log. 

Day 1: Class introduction and student introduction 

Week 1: Our world and footprint

Week 2-3: Food 



Class Syllabus Cont.
During this unit, students will learn how to reduce their negative impacts on water, soil, and

energy, and how these industries often negatively affect the environment. For water, students

will do research on communities around the world who do not have access to clean water. For

a mini project, each student will pick one country/group to focus on and detail the people’s

experiences with water or how certain organizations are helping these people. Bonus points

will be awarded for students who donate/start charities to aid these people in need. For soil,

students will learn about agricultural practices in the U.S. and how these have led to

deforestation, pollution, and other harmful influences. Students each will research a specific

chemical/practice, where it is involved in agriculture, and how it impacts the environment.

They will then create an infographic to bring awareness to the dangers of their choice. 

During this week, students will be able to learn about certain products that they use for

hygiene purposes, and better alternatives to them. We will also have a fun, meditation week

where students will have a ten minute break in the class session to either go outside or follow

our guided mindfulness practices. They will write reflections of these sessions in their daily log

and take pictures if they do go outside. 

Students will learn about how different products are based on the variety of animals seen in

nature, but also how that variety is currently dwindling. Students will work on a week long

project where they will research about one endangered or extinct animal and see the role that

environmental change had on its life. Students will present their work online by creating 5

minute YouTube presentations of what they learned. Other students will write comments

about what they learned in the videos and a class discussion will be held on how to increase

biodiversity. 

Week 4-5: Water and soil

Week 6: Body and wellness 

Week 7-8: Biodiversity and Biomimicry 



Class Syllabus Cont.
Students will learn about climate justice and create a short FlipGrid about their

views on climate justice and advocate for the cause, they will also use the list of

important people that they curated in week 1 and send them emails/letters about

the importance of climate justice. Additionally, students will study about Fair

Trade and how many big brands are not currently Fair Trade certified. Students

will then choose one non-Fair Trade certified brand and one Fair Trade certified

brand and create a comparison chart between the two companies. 

Students should be recording, in their daily log, the slow changes in their lives in

relation to the environment. For this week, students will be creating a journal

entry/scrap book of the things that they have been doing in their home and

natural places that they are going to. Whether it’s on their front yard, at a hiking

trail, or a park, students will collect natural artifacts and put them in a physical

scrapbook. They will have journal entries for the whole week on the places/things

they collect. Students will also take a lot at the environment of their home, and

see which appliances maybe are not efficient or which goods are not beneficial

towards their physical and mental health. They will make note of this in their

daily log and if they phase these appliances out. 

Week 9-10: Climate Justice and Fair trade 

Week 11-12: Home and adventure 



Class Syllabus Cont.
Throughout this course, students have had the opportunity to learn about a

variety of topics and ways to implement green activities into their daily

lives. Using the resources they have collected (i.e. the daily log, their

scrapbook journal, their presentations, their graphs, and their general

knowledge), students will craft a campaign that advocates for one of the

topics they learned about in this semester. Whether its climate justice or

mindfulness, students will do research and even conduct surveys on why

their chosen cause is important and should be in other people’s lives. They

can create a comprehensive plan of how to implement the system, create

change, reduce pollution, and more! Finally, they will present this to their

classmates and urge their fellow students to engage in these green

practices. The students will also look through their daily log and see how

much they have grown throughout the past semester and write a reflection

on their old and new self. Students will share their growth in class

discussions and those that are the most environmentally forward will be

rewarded the Climate Crew Green Badge of Honor for their impressive

work. This class is aimed to both educate students and have them educate

others on the importance of being green and environmentally friendly!

Week 13-15: The final challenge
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Teacher Response
We asked our research teacher in class to
review our syllabus. Here's her response!

I really enjoyed this class plan! I think the
students will be very energized and will be

interested in the topic you are trying to
teach. Good work making the class filled

with fun and information!


