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Green: 
Please see Green PDF.  

 
Greener: SEEDS of Honua  
If you could lead a world-changing, locally-based organization, what would that look 
like? Picture yourself as the head of a regional or school club or chapter. If you are 
already part of a similar effort, feel free to use it for this challenge. Ask yourself: 

● What is your organization’s mission? (Clear and short!) 
● How are you adapting to continue to make change during the pandemic? 
● How has your mission or strategy shifted due to Covid? 
● What is one key program you are proud to keep running? 

 

 

SEEDS of Honua is a youth-led movement-based organization committed to creating a 
brighter, healthier, and more sustainable future of peace by connecting keiki to nature 
and empowering them to take action to protect and respect our mother earth. SEEDS of 
Honua was founded by high school student Tyler Levine with the support of many 
partner organizations.SEEDS of Honua wishes to educate, and empower the youth of 
Hawaii to use their voice and their collective power as a community to advocate for such 
issues as food security, climate change, and social justice. To accomplish these goals 
we wish to continue to do such things as host seed sharing programs and events, 
provide educational resources, and form a living seed circle throughout our planting 
journey. We are growing the foundation upon which we can actively make positive 



change, beginning in the healing essence of nature, within our gardens, planting seeds 
of life; from which seedlings emerge, sprouting a seed within our souls; following this 
journey of life and rebirth. 

Over the last nine months,the  world has been economically and socially struggling to 
sustain itself in the face of the Covid 19 pandemic. While human society seems to be at 
a complete standstill, the healing power of nature is at work, mending the great damage 
that has been inflicted upon the environment. Both the devastation and resurgence is a 
wakeup call for the entire world. It sheds light on the fragile state of our food systems, 
watersystems, shipping, and society as a whole. However, sometimes it takes a crisis 
like this to open our eyes to see far more serious issues that lie under our 
consciousness every single day. This makes action more important than ever before. 
Seeds of honua, being the blessed movement that it is, is made only more important 
and in ways more urgent by the advent of this global pandemic. One way the 
organization has been affected is how with this heightened awareness, the number of 
students who have signed up to be a part of our living seed circle, has seemed to 
increase considerably.  As the virus spreads, SEEDS of Honua is sowing its seeds of 
life across Hawaii and across the world.  

SEED of Honua have adapted to these changes in many different ways; actually using 
any opportunities that might emerge both directly and indirectly to the recent change in 
our society to benefit the people of Hawaii. 

One way that SEEDS of Honua has grown in relation to the COVID 19 pandemic is the 
extent to which we use technology. The youth participants no doubt have the rich and 
healing opportunity to find deep connections with the natural world, but with the COVID 
19 pandemic, SEEDS of Honua, as with so many other organizations, finds going virtual 
the best means of communication. With the large area that the organization covers,this 
would always have been the case, but not likely to the extent that it is now. However, 
this can have benefits. One of the ways through which we intend on uniting our 
participants is by creating a Virtual SEED Exchange platform that allows SEEDS of 
Honua to be the piko of our living SEED circle. This platform would allow growers to 
share seeds and would also empower youth to protect the natural world, and connect 
with peers and professionals of like minds. 

 

This September, we initiated the Seed Sprint in which students K-12 across the state 
registered to receive seeds of edible and flower varieties to begin their planting journey. 
We were amazed that in just 15 days, 1250 students registered for seeds and over 40% 
of them showed interest in participating in future Seeds of honua programs. The Seed 
Sprint not only made it clear how many youth want to strengthen their connection to the 
earth and make positive change in their communities. Following the Seed Sprint, a 
series of surveys were conducted that brought to light information on a number of 
pressing issues facing the participants. The information gathered included islands,levels 
of gardening confidence and gardening barriers. Out of many other things, we learned 
the different levels of education and awareness that prevail across the different islands. 



We feel it would be of vital importance that we continue to have Seed Sprint programs 
about every 3-6 months every year. The Seed Sprint is one of the main ways through 
which we wish to continue engaging our youth in connecting to nature and making a 
difference in our communities. 

Success can be interpreted in countless ways. Some measure success in terms of 
economic growth and increase in power. I measure success by the seeds we plant, the 
trees we grow, and the peace and love that we create. 

Success for SEEDSof Honua means empowering and inspiring the youth and soon 
people of all generations in the collective goal to take action for the health of the planet 
and people. It means to grow a sustainable and peaceful future, connected by the 
strength of the community and the power of each and every individual. It is essential 
that we provide our youth with the opportunity to act for their future and the future of all 
generations that follow. Their creative ideas, their powerful voice, and their strength as a 
united community are all to be valued and fostered as Seeds of honua is constantly 
striving to do. A world not defined by power or wealth. Not defined by the pollution and 
exploitation of the earth, but instead a world defined by peace and a deep and inner 
connection and respect for the planet and ourselves, regardless of our daily needs and 
our everyday differences. This is real accomplishment and for Seeds of honua it begins 
in the youth of these beautiful blessed islands. For all of us, it begins with a deep 
awareness and experience of contrast in everyday life. For all of us,healing begins 
within ourselves and it is from this deep inner healing that we can grow, thrive, and 
blossom in all that we do in this world. In engaging our youth and soon people of all 
generations, SEEDS of Honua is advocating for a brighter, more resilient future; 
planting seeds of life and seeds of hope in the soil and in our hearts. 

 

 

 

 Why is this movement important? 

 Like a seed, it emerges from the dark depth of the earth. From the millipedes and 
centipedes, and worms it comes forth. 

Life and vitality in every microorganism; fungus and bacteria and protozoa. 

Into the early warmth of spring we open our first small and tender leaves. 
The cold winter is all but over and early Spring has brought its warm bright rays to the 

Earth. 



Like a bear emerging from months of hibernation, here we are and here we stand.We 
are here and we are humble. 

Proceeding in our work, like a snail, but like a hawk, here we are. 
Centered and alert. 

Like water cascading into the churning river. 

Our future is at stake and the odds seem against us. 
But who are we? 

Are we not the salmon making the long journey up the river of life? 
We have been in the ocean far too long and the breeding season is all but over. 

But is this any reason to give up and accept the consequences that will follow? 

Here we are at the wide estuary of the great river and cascading waterfalls and churning 
streams and hungry bears lie ahead.  

 The Earth has been treated as a resource, as something to conquer, for far too long. 
Have we not suffered enough? Have enough species gone extinct, enough ecosystems 

collapsed; has there not been enough starvation, sickness, and death? 

How much longer must we experience such pain and suffering before we have had 
enough. 

For many, the time could not be more pressing than it is now. 
From a seed grows a great and fruitful tree that provides generously to all living things. 

Roots planted firmly in the earth, flowers ablaze, branches spread wide. We are the 

seeds; the seeds of hope, the seeds of strength, the seeds of love. 
Growing the community tree that shall spread its branches wide across the whole of the 

earth; its roots planted deeply in our hearts and in our souls. 
Seeds of Honua have planted the seeds of life and are now growing the leaders of the 

present and the leaders of the future. 

Seeds of love have been planted and its roots are deep in the rich and fertile earth. 
Love, peace, and sustainability for all communities and all countries for all people 
around the world is our long term vision and goal. Reconnecting the children of the 
earth with the life force of nature and the power of the community has never been more 
important than it is now. In the face of industrialization, public education, and essentially 
the prevailing mindset as consumers, our very lives have been directed from that which 



is so healing and sacred. Seeds of Honua are like a small sanctuary of life in the middle 
of a desert sowing its seeds for future generations to grow, thrive, and blossom upon 
the Earth. 

 

 

Mahalo nui- Sabastian and Tyler 
Email address- tl3875@oakmeadow.com 
Username- SEEDS of Honua 
School- Homeschooled  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Who are your partners and allies in this work? 
● What does success look like to you? 

Craft a response to answer these questions. Feel free to add other thoughts, if they 
arise. 



 
Greenest: 
Part 1 
Find 3 colleges or universities in the US or abroad with strong sustainability-focused 
studies. 

● What draws you to the programs? 
● What makes it unique, compared to other schools? 
● Can you find out why and/or when it launched? 
● If possible, find a specific class that interests you. Is there a syllabus you 

could share? 
● How would you adapt this to make it your dream class? 

Part 2 
How would you design an original course incorporating Project Green Challenge 
themes and ideas for a classroom or virtual setting? Create a syllabus for a 
semester-long PGC class, building off what you learned in your research of 
sustainability programs and your own experience as both a student and Challenger. 
Keep in mind: 

● What PGC themes would you incorporate into the class? 
● How would you make the class engaging? How would you get students 

inspired to mobilize around topics? Would you use class discussions, films, 
etc.? Be creative! 

● How would you encourage collaboration and teamwork among students? 
● Plan a calendar with special events, speakers, screenings, etc. Who would 

you reach out to and why? 

Send your syllabus to at least one teacher or professor. Share both the syllabus and 
feedback from them with us. 
 
 

 


