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Yes, this is a problem that I’m aware of at UVA. Although UVA opted not to partake in 
the study done by the Wisconsin HOPE lab and therefore there are not any official projections of 
food insecurity on Grounds, the Office of the Dean of Students estimates that 14% of 
undergraduate students at UVA, or roughly 2,240 students, are at risk of food insecurity. The 
UVA Community Food Pantry is a student-run initiative that hopes to “eliminate the financial 
hardships that UVA students, graduate students, and staff face in attempting to access food by 
providing essential food and hygiene items”. The pantry is open to all students and staff during 
its regular operating hours and is run entirely by student volunteers. Individual and student 
organizations can choose to make either food and hygiene donations or monetary donations 
through an online platform. This food pantry is not the only option for UVA students. The 
Maxine Platzer Lynn Women’s Center at UVA has its own food pantry that is also open to UVA 
undergraduate and graduate students, faculty members, and staff members. Loaves & Fishes 
Food Pantry and the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank also provides resources for combating food 
insecurity in the Charlottesville area.  

Issues like food insecurity are typically experienced more severely by BIPOC, people 
from lower SES backgrounds, members of the LGBTQ+ community, and women. Therefore, it 
is crucial that resources intended to alleviate the hardships of food insecurity address disparity in 
access to food in order to provide sufficient support for those who need it most and may be 
suffering from additional injustices, such as racism, sexism, homophobia/transphobia, etc. This 
reveals that, like so many other social justice issues, the issue of food insecurity is deeply 
intertwined with questions of racial, economic, and sex discrimination. Oftentimes the 
convergence of issues like discrimination and food insecurity exacerbate the negative impacts on 
health and well-being, causing individuals to suffer more greatly and have more difficulty 
finding relief.  
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