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Script I used:  
Hi everyone. Imagine yourself in 56 years, in the year 2075. What kind of life do you picture 
yourself to be living? When I wonder about this, I think of my ideal day as a 72 year old as being 
at peace, playing with my grandkids in a beautiful meadow outside of my house, the blue skies 
shimmering over my head and the air fresh enough to smell like flowers. But this kind of future 
is being threatened by the worst existential crisis we have ever faced: climate change. As oil and 
gas companies continue to dig, drill, and frack away, we are the ones paying the price. This 
problem has increased in intensity exponentially in the last couple of decades, as years of science 
and data have been ignored, and the greed for profits has replaced them. You can see the effects 
of the climate crisis all over the world, from the alarmingly quick rising temperatures at the poles 
to the natural disasters plummeting the earth. And most personally for me, Hurricane Sandy 
ravaging my hometown and state of New Jersey and killing at least 223 people back in 2012, 
when I was only 9 years old. As I held onto my phone as my grandma called me last year, 
terrified of the impending typhoon about to strike her home in Shanghai, I realized that this was 
not just a problem. It was a survival issue. The worst part is the people most affected by the 
climate crisis are the ones who are least to blame for it. Climate justice realizes the fact that the 
climate crisis is not just about the environment, but also about social and economic issues. For 
example, developing countries as well as marginalized or minority populations almost feel the 
worst impacts of climate change, yet they also lack the resources to combat these catastrophes 
and natural disasters. I believe that the main solution to this is that we must recognize this 
inequality and make sure that it is not ignored. We must provide aid to these communities, or 
make sure that they are away from danger zones. When we write policy to combat climate 
change, we should be required to include the opinions, thoughts, and ideas of environmental 
justice communities and organizations just as much as every other group. Also, another group 
disproportionately affected by the climate crisis are women. You can see its impacts from all 
over the world. To resolve this issue, the first step is to include women in the conversation and 
bringing their experiences and ideas to the table because they are so often left out in decision 
making. Furthermore, indigenous people were the first people on their land, but they are treated 
so poorly when in reality, their thousands of years of experiences and way of life could 
dramatically help resolve many of the world’s great climate threats. They and their lands need to 
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be treated with respect by the government of citizens of the country. As with women and 
minority communities, their voices need to be amped up, listened to, and taken into consideration 
when deciding climate policies because of the valuable input they bring. Finally, we as youth 
have been forgotten about as previous generations have left the burden of solving the climate 
crisis on our shoulders. Therefore, we must fight for our futures, and demand bold action through 
things like passing the Green New Deal, which addresses many different parts of climate justice, 
and joining in global climate strikes. Millions of young people all over the world have begun to 
demand and take action in order to fight for their futures and the future generations. I am one of 
them.  
Our generation  will be the one to fight back against the years of inaction. When I am 72 years 
old, and I see my grandchildren playing and laughing on the meadow, I want to be able to tell 
them that I did absolutely everything in my power to make sure their lives and the lives that 
come after them are cherished and cared for, because we decided that it was our number one 
priority to safeguard their future. We owe it to the future generations and everyone and 
everything that comes after us to create that change today.  


