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              Climate Justice: 
 
 

 

To be a student 
To be a student is to learn, to attend school 
 
To be a student is to take Biology 
I learned about ecosystems, food cycles, continual 
interconnectedness 
Biodiversity, evolution, trophic levels, balance  
Cellular respiration, mitochondria, photosynthesis 
But what happens when systems are not in balance? 
 
To be a student is to learn chemistry 
I learned single-replacement, oxidation, reduction, all kinds of 
reactions 
Carbon, Oxygen, atoms, matter 
Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, the greenhouse effect 
Chemistry in ocean acidification 
All these things matter 
When science supports conclusions 
Where are our reactions? 
 
To be a student is to learn history 
In US history I learned court cases, government and cycles 
World history, trade, cultures, religions and peoples 
I learned how history tends to repeat itself  
Will the textbooks spell, “they broke the cycle”  
Or will they cut short as a result of our actions? 
 
To be a student is to look towards the future 
We learn about global warming, climate crisis, sea levels rising 
Oceans full of plastic and soil depletion 
Why is this our future? 
 
 

 
To be a student is to look towards the future 
We learn about global warming, climate crisis, sea levels rising 
Oceans full of plastic and soil depletion 
Why is this our future? 
 
We learned about organisms and how balance is key 
So we see the animals lost to deforestation 
Chemistry taught us how things have a catalyst  
So we see how our actions have affected the globe 
We learned about peoples across the world 
So we see those damaged by extreme weather 
Diversity, communities, the poor and underprivileged 
We learn demographics, economics and  we see these injustices 
 
To be a student is to always look towards our future 
We are encouraged to go into the humanities,  
But what about the fate of humanity? 
People in Africa, the indegenous in the Amazon, places and peoples all 
in danger 
 
To be a student is to learn 
To learn about our world, to learn about the struggles of other peoples 
To learn about the unsteadiness of our future 
To learn that our actions must overcome inaction 
To learn that our voices have worth and volume 
To learn our individual power and our power in numbers 
 
To learn to seek justice for our future and all beings on it. 
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