
Josephine Sparks 
josephine_sparks 
jgymnastsparky@gmail.com 
Bloomington High School South 
 

Pete Buttigieg has quietly promised a $1 trillion federal claim with the hopes to reach 
net-zero emissions by 2050 and promoting over 3 million clean energy and infrastructure jobs in 
the next ten years. Although not the largest claim, he is somewhat more open about what he 
intends to do. The details include 200 billion dollars over ten years in clean energy research as 
well as 250 billion dollars for the development of Clean Energy Bank. He is discussing paring 
private investment and public investment to encourage companies to move towards green 
energy. He has claimed to put some portion of these funds to a seed bank like we learned about 
a few days ago. Although these things are a good step, I don’t think they are enough. What 
drew me to his promises was the commitment to a “U.S. Climate Corps” that would be available 
to high school graduates that want to educate communities on climate related issues and 
rebuild coastal areas to be protected against climate change. Again, these things are not 
enough to make change possible in the ways we need it, but I see this as a baseline, a 
beginning. Other candidates that promise more do not give detail or include as many people in 
their actions. He is creating a promise that he might get to actually act on. Being from the same 
state, I can see that this is not a place where more action would be able to take place, that he 
feels he needs to start small and involve as many people as possible before expanding to more 
“controversial” areas of climate policy. 

https://peteforamerica.com/climate  

The other person that stood out to me was Kamala Harris. Although her speeches and 
campaign have not previously impressed me, her stance on climate investment was something I 
had not seen from the other candidates. While Pete might be reluctant to take strong, 
opinionated stands on this issue, Kamala does not show that sentiment at all. She has pledged 
$10 trillion over 10 years in a transition to green energy resource funds. She wants a 100% 
clean economy by 2045, but even before that, a 100% “carbon-neutral” electricity goal for 2030. 
She sponsored her Climate Equity Act, partnering with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez for the 
proposal. It would ensure that everything climate related could not be passed unless it had been 
read over critically for its benefits (or harms) to minority communities, balancing out who is hurt 
by the actions of others in the energy fields. She wants to end fuel subsidies entirely, and has a 
strong idea of with who and how she was going to pass her legislation. These are bold steps, 
good ones in my eyes, but in many other’s, they are too fast. Like our video we watched for the 
green challenge, people think her ideas are far fetched and not attainable. Maybe because they 
aren’t. Although I appreciate the effort and sentiment, I cannot see the people in my community 
voting her into office, solely because of her climate stance. Simply, there are too many people 
that push against her ideas. I believe in compromise, and although I would love to see her 
succeed and become president based on this section of her beliefs, I do not think she is as 
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strong on other fronts and that pulls her back. I would love to support a green focused female 
president, but I do not think she will be the one.  

https://kamalaharris.org/climate/  

I cannot vote yet, but if I could, I would vote for Pete Buttigieg. Even though he is slower to take 
a severe, needed, cut on this issue, I believe the things that he wants are beneficial to this 
country and plausible to pass in congress. That is the beginning. Only the beginning. He is a 
well rounded, calm, and, I believe, act of force for this country. This information about his energy 
campaign, along with his other commitments, incline me to vote for him. 
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