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JERICHO'S ENERGY
PROBLEM

“WE  ARE  DOING  EVERYTH ING  WE  CAN  TO  REDUCE  THE  AMOUNT

OF  ENERGY  WE  USE  AS  A  SCHOOL . ”

DR .  ART I LES ,  V ICE  PR INC IPAL  OF  JER ICHO  HIGH  SCHOOL

Where does our energy come from?

 

Jericho High School is mainly powered

by electricity generated at a gas plant

nearby, at CUNY Old Westbury. Our

school is actually nearly dependent on

that gas plant and not renewable

energy sources. Although gas plants

produce less carbon dioxide than coal

plants, they leak more methane than

coal plants. Methane is 34 times

stronger than carbon dioxide

at trapping heat over a 100-year period

and 86 times stronger over 20 years. As

you can see, methane is much worse

than carbon dioxide. Gas plants also

produce two of the six “criteria

pollutants” — particulate matter and

ozone, which are detrimental to

human and animal life.

 More importantly, they are one of the

biggest water pollutants,

contaminating drinking water sources

with hazardous chemicals. We need

to decrease our dependence on these

finite sources of energy, including gas,

coal, and petroleum. One way to be

more sustainable is to use solar power

or even hydropower. Although the

short-term disadvantages would be the

cost to install solar panels and build a

hydroelectric plant, the long-term

benefit would drastically outweigh

those. In fact, there are even new

programs in New York that will make it

easier and cheaper to switch to solar

power and hydropower.
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What do we use our energy for? 

 

At Jericho High School, we spend 1.3

million dollars on energy. Yes, over a

MILLION dollars of the school budget is

allocated for energy. Where does that

energy go, you may ask? First, we use

part of the energy on general

electricity to power everything in our

school. At school, we use on average

184,978 kilowatts of energy per month

to light up classrooms. That’s enough

to power more than 3,000,000 light

bulbs! However, we can lower this

enormous number. Most of our

classrooms have large windows, whose

blinds can be drawn up to let all the

natural sunlight into the room. In

addition, we can turn off lights in

rooms not in use, especially the larger

rooms such as the auditorium,

cafeteria, library, and gyms. Even if this

seems like a small change that

wouldn’t affect anything, anything will

help Jericho become a more

sustainable school.

 

 

Other consumers of energy at our

school are the transportation of

students to and from school. In one

school year of about 185 days, we

use around 2150 gallons of gasoline

in order to power our buses. This is a

relatively low number for gasoline

usage, which is very good as

gasoline is a nonrenewable resource

and it detrimental to our

environment. Because it is

nonrenewable, it can be depleted

and it finite. By using less of this, we

are conserving Earth’s natural

resources. 
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A Jericho Staff loading engines with gasoline in
our many school buses used for transportation 
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In terms of heating, Jericho UFSD uses

an estimated 2,806,830 kWh of energy

to heat our schools per year. This is a

very large amount of energy used,

which alarming. Even though heating

is necessary, especially during the cold

winter days, we can still take steps to

avoid using too much energy. We can

simply lower the temperature of our

school by just a few degrees, which

may not seem like it would make a

difference, but would actually save a

large amount of energy. In addition, we

always just dress warmer to school. 

 

Technology is a large user of energy at

our school. We use technology such as

Smart Boards, desktop computers,

Chromebooks and laptops, iPads, and

every day in classrooms. However,

these technologies all use up a great

amount of energy. The steps we can

take to help reduce this starts by

simply shutting down the device when

we aren’t using it. This is helpful

because it can help eliminate “vampire

energy.”  We should also limit our use of

these devices in order to decrease the

levels of energy needed.
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What initiatives and policies are in

place to regulate our energy usage? 

 

In order to regulate our energy policies,

our school holds many events such as

fundraisers and walks in order to raise

awareness about environmental issues.

Our environmental club then collects

money to help create a greener planet.

Specific events include smoothie sales,

Trick or Treat for UNICEF, or just simple

recycling awareness ideas throughout

the school. Our school also promotes

the use of water fountain drinking in

order to prevent one-use plastic

bottles. These water fountains are really

cool because they tell you the amount

of energy you save by not using plastic

every time you use it. This was actually

implemented by the environmental

club and showcases initiatives we are

already doing in order to promote a

healthier environment, in all aspects.

This awareness is key to reducing the

amount of energy that we use. If we

work together as a community we can

solve this problem of energy use!

 

 



In conclusion, Jericho High School uses

too much energy on electricity,

transportation, and technology, such as

SmartBoards or Chromebooks. The

good news is, however, that we can

decrease the amount of energy if

everyone as a community becomes

more aware of the truth about energy

consumption. We must no longer

remain complacent about this issue

and we must take action in order to

solve this issue. But we must make sure

that we inspire our peers around us to 
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take action alongside us. One way we

plan on doing this is by standing

alongside our Environmental Club to

advocate administration for change.

Even one small change in your life to

become more sustainable can make a

difference. Everyone can contribute to

creating the greenest environment

possible!
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Bus fuel: 2150
gallons a year

Gym:
7500 kWh

HS boiler:
24, 010 kWh

Lunchroom:
23, 900 kWh

HS AC:
15,000 kWh

Fieldhouse: 8756 kWh

HS Annex:
4092 kWh

Concession:
1139 kWh


