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How freezing classrooms relate to a warming planet: 

As you’ve known, and likely experienced (or suffered) the unusually frigid temperatures 
in the C and D buildings are a result of a broken AC system at our school. This results in 
freezing temperatures and goosebumps during lectures, while the outside climate ranges from 
warm to sweltering (as it typical in sunny southern California). The atypical temperatures in the 
classrooms has become a constant at our school, so much so that we automatically carry light 
jackets to school. This goes to show how long the AC has been broken, which is not only 
inconvenient to us, but also inconvenient for the planet.  

The AC uses a tremendous amount of energy and electricity, especially considering how 
long the AC has been broken, and how low the temperatures consistently are in a consistently 
natural warm climate. Consequently, the broken AC is an example of inefficient energy use 
which is detrimental to the planet. The generation of energy usually comes at the cost of fossil 
fuels (which aren’t sustainable as their supplies are finite), and the release of carbon dioxide. 
This is the same carbon dioxide that has accumulated in massive quantities in the atmosphere, 
causing a greenhouse effect and a steadily warming climate on the planet. The global warming 
of Earth results directly in detrimental consequences for the environment, ranging from rising 
sea levels, ocean acidification, or even extreme weather.  

We’ve reached a critical point where our actions and practices now, will be reflected in 
our future on the planet. Simple things like a blasting AC work in junction with other inefficient 
uses of energy to generate a gargantuan carbon footprint that simply accelerates climate change 
and increases the seriousness of the climate crisis we face. However, similarly, if we collectively 
work together to be more conscious of our consumption of energy and take action to reduce our 
carbon footprint, we can help ensure a healthy, sustainable future on the planet for us and our 
future generations.  

It’s time for Los Osos High School to do it’s part in reversing the consequences of climate 
change, first by fixing the AC, and second, taking action together to switch to a more 
eco-friendly and aware lifestyle.  
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