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If your country has upcoming elections, research a few candidates’ stances on energy.  
Pick two candidates whose energy platforms stand out to you. Tell us about their 
platforms and if it will impact the way you vote. 
 
#1: Cory Booker 

● Rejoin Paris Climate Accords 
● $3 trillion dollars to fund the transition to a 100% carbon-neutral economy by 2030 

○ Regulatory requirement: all new passenger vehicles after 2030 be zero emission 
● Eliminating all fossil fuel subsidies, barring all new fossil fuel leases, and phasing out 

fracking 
○ Signing an executive order to bar all new onshore and offshore fossil fuel leases 

● Encourage distributed ownership of the clean energy economy, ensuring that the profits 
and benefits of the energy transition are not concentrated in a handful of massive 
corporations 

● Dramatically increase U.S. funding commitments to the UN Green Climate Fund, swap 
foreign military aid for clean energy aid wherever possible, and work to refocus 
international aid towards clean technologies 

● Environmental justice centered - righting the decades of pollution before us 
● Empowering communities to have control of their energy systems 
● Carbon fee and progressive climate dividend  
● $400 billion community-based investment for the basic research, applied research, and 

commercialization of clean energy technologies and solutions for hard-to-decarbonize 
sectors of the economy 

● Reforestation and coastal wetlands restoration 
● $100 billion by 2030 through existing USDA conservation programs to farmers for 

climate change solutions in agriculture 
SOURCES: 
https://ballotpedia.org/2020_presidential_candidates_on_energy_and_environmental_issues  
https://corybooker.com/issues/climate-change-environmental-justice/corys-plan-to-address-the-t
hreat-of-climate-change/  
 
#2: Julián Castro 

● Rejoin Paris Climate Accords 
● Global net-zero carbon emissions by 2050; United States net-zero emissions by 2045 

and at least a 50% reduction by 2030 
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https://corybooker.com/issues/climate-change-environmental-justice/corys-plan-to-address-the-threat-of-climate-change/
https://corybooker.com/issues/climate-change-environmental-justice/corys-plan-to-address-the-threat-of-climate-change/


○ Clean Transportation Standard: require all new light and medium-duty vehicles 
be zero emission vehicles by 2030 and all vehicles be zero emission vehicles by 
2040 

● Immediately stop the exploration and extraction of fossil fuels on public lands 
● End taxpayer subsidies to fossil fuel production 
● Environmental justice as a top priority  
● Strengthen nuclear safety requirements and invest in nuclear waste disposal technology 

to ensure communities are not forced to accept nuclear waste without consent 
● $200 billion Green Infrastructure Fund to invest in physical infrastructure such as smart 

grids and electric vehicle charging stations 
● Establish a National Climate Council within the White House 
● “Carbon Equity Scoring” to measure the impact of federal spending on climate justice 

goals 
SOURCES: 
https://ballotpedia.org/2020_presidential_candidates_on_energy_and_environmental_issues 
https://issues.juliancastro.com/climate-1/  
 
In reading both of these Democratic candidates’ platforms, I was astounded by the level of 
attention to detail both include about creating a clean energy plan. Both were vehement about 
the inclusion of communities of color and how they are disproportionately affected by climate 
change. What was particularly attractive about Booker’s campaign was the carbon fee and 
progressive dividend, which is a policy I am currently involved in lobbying for. A carbon fee and 
dividend could be the best partisan solution to incentivizing fossil fuel companies to transition to 
renewable sources of energy. In Castro’s clean energy platform, I was particularly drawn to the 
goal of establishing a National Climate Council in the White House, as I believe that policy is 
better informed when there are informed people at the table making decisions. Lastly, both 
candidates’ promise to rejoin the Paris Climate Accords was something that would motivate my 
vote, as I see the US as a leader in clean energy solutions, but we can’t do that unless we are 
taking part in the international solutions set forth by the Paris Climate Accords. Overall, my vote 
this year will be motivated by the dedication of candidates to their clean energy plans and the 
complexity of such clean energy plans. If I were to ask a question at the 2020 democratic 
debates, it would be: how will you be replacing fossil fuels in the US clean energy economy 
moving forward?  
 
Next, imagine if you were running for office. How would you frame your own energy 
platform? Share your platform on social media and tag @turninggreenorg with #PGC2019 
 
My platform:  

● Executive order to rejoin Paris Climate Accords 
● Introduce a steep carbon fee and dividend to the US fossil fuel economy (see H.R. 763 

for example) 
● 100% carbon neutral economy by 2030, and a 50% carbon negative economy by 2050 

https://ballotpedia.org/2020_presidential_candidates_on_energy_and_environmental_issues
https://issues.juliancastro.com/climate-1/


● Redirect military spending into funding for clean energy research, disaster relief, and 
job-transitions away from a carbon-based economy, seeing that Climate Change will be 
the most pressing security threat to the US in the years to come 

● Executive order to ban fracking and offshore drilling of fossil fuel companies in US soils 
and international waters 

● Establish a Climate Emergency Council in the White House 

 
 


