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The lowest scoring grade from my report card was an F, for the Zero Waste, or Waste in 

general, category. We have a contract with Rumpke Trash and Recycling, (https://www.rumpke. 
com/) who accepts a variety of recyclable items, but our school only allows students to recycle 
paper and plastic bottles. While there might be additions to this, students are not aware of them. 
One student I talked to, Natalie Hogan, said “The signs up around school don’t accurately tell 
you what is recyclable, and a lot of times I just don’t know, so I throw it away.”. Our AP 
Environmental Science teacher told me of her experience in trying to promote recycling around 
the school. She said a few years ago, her students had collaborated with the administration to 
add bins that separated recyclable materials, made laminated signs that hung above the 
recycling bins in the cafeteria, and made announcements on the intercom about the recycling 
initiative for South High School. She mentioned that “Some time in the last school year, the bins 
disappeared, the signs went missing, and the scheduled readings on the announcements 
weren’t added”. She said when she contacted MCCSC’s head of Waste Management, he 
responded with ignorance, saying he “had no clue” where those items went, even though all 
bins are supplied and disposed of through his department. There is not a tab visible on the 
MCCSC website (https://www.mccsc.edu/bloomingtonhss) or our school website 
(https://www.mccsc.edu/bloomingtonhss) where his position is labeled, his name mentioned, or 
the systems described for our waste management. For how the administration has responded to 
our simple questions-saying we are moving in the right direction or that we are already doing the 
best that we can with what it available- I would expect that this information would be on the 
internet. I emailed a school board member, Ms. Fuentes-Rohwer, who I know is connected to 
this issue in our city and our schools to ask if there was a reason this was happening, and if 
there could be a discussion with South students on this topic.  

 
Other sources used for challenge:  

https://www.in.gov/icsb/files/the-green-schoolapp-full.pdf 
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