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Identify your school’s lowest scoring grade from your Greener challenge and dive 
deeper. Take time to research and learn about what your school is actively doing on 
that topic, if anything. Consider interviewing students, relevant staff or faculty who may 
be involved or impacted by current practices. 
 
Our lowest grade was in zero waste, largely because of our lack of options to compost 
or recycle in the cafeteria. I found a way to contact our waste management contractor, 
Rumpke Waste & Recycling, to ask questions and suggest changes to our recycling at 
South. 
 
Identify the department or leaders in charge of the topic. Engage them to advocate for 
progress. Send an email offering your perspective on the given topic and offer support 
for the process. Your email should exemplify constructive, collaborative change.  
Bonus points if you get a reply or set up a meeting to discuss further! Email 
info@turninggreen.org by 10/25 with further screenshots, recaps and photos. 
 
Message:  
Hello, my name is Rowan Stalnaker, a student at Bloomington High School South. I had 
a question about the services you provide to our school, and if you had any plans to 
increase your coverage of recycling programs at South. I have noticed that we do not 
have an option to recycle in our cafeteria, leading to a large increase in waste that goes 
to the landfill. I would love to get in contact with organizers of the recycling program 
from Rumpke at south, and suggest a change to the  recycling program to include 
options in the cafeteria. This would decrease the amount of space in the landfill used, 
saving money for Rumpke, and improving the ecological footprint of the school. If you 
want to ask me anything about my question or get in contact with me, my email is listed 
in the above form.  
 
Thank you for your time, Rowan Stalnaker 
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