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Identify your school’s lowest scoring grade from your Greener challenge and 
dive deeper. Take time to research and learn about what your school is 
actively doing on that topic, if anything. Consider interviewing students, 
relevant staff or faculty who may be involved or impacted by current 
practices. 
Identify the department or leaders in charge of the topic. Engage them to 
advocate for progress. Send an email offering your perspective on the given 
topic and offer support for the process. Your email should exemplify 
constructive, collaborative change. 
 
Based on my grading, our school’s worst performance is on Zero Waste. In terms of 
food waste, the sentence “The school district cafeteria composting program is on 
hiatus.” And at the current moment, it seems like no resolutions or set date has been 
posed about when this “hiatus” will be resumed. This is definitely not treated as a 
priority. Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to talk to the point person in the school today. 
But in fact, after some research, I don’t think such point person in charge of 
sustainability exist in our school district. I was able to find the PHS Green Team 
website, 
(http://princetonhspto.weebly.com/wellness--sustainability.html?fbclid=IwAR1O0f
AiOOxVfG6o_q5Wh4lSIVr88hyypbddW6o95d45m3fXbLMoK5ETqBQ), which had me 
excited for a while. Yet it is very disappointing to actually read the content, which 
unfortunately I assume that few would do so. 
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As seen above, several problems emerge with our school’s sustainability program. 
First, these information are on our school’s PTO website, which I found very strange. 
It makes absolute sense to have the information on the school’s website instead of a 
website that few would visit. And by posting only on the PTO website, it would be 
very unlikely that students would actually take time to read about these 
information. Second, though we definitely appreciate the dedicated member to 
make such a beautiful page, I do think that a. These tips are not being read to 
students as intended to and b. The mere list of “environmental facts” would be too 
weak to solve the problem. Furthermore, as mentioned in our Greener Challenge, 
when one person mis throws the trash, the whole bin might not be able to be 



recycled. Such information, as well as information listed on the website should be 
delivered to the students directly. And dishearteningly this website has not worked 
as efficiently as we all intend it to be.  It is time we bring this information into the 
classroom. It is time we get everyone informed. It is time to change.  
 
As mentioned before, before contacting our school administration, I surprisingly 
found that our school does not have a specific person in charge of sustainability 
across the school district. Therefore I directly emailed our school Principal. The 
attached is the email. 
 
 



 



 
 
Reference: Greener Grade 

Zero Waste  F  After doing a multivariable calculus project on our 
school’s dumpster, I found out that our school in fact 
did very poorly on recycling. When students 
mistakenly throw the trash in the wrong bin, the 
whole bin would not be recycled. It is disheartening to 
hear and also have led Green Gang to think about 
possible solutions. As proposed a few days earlier, we 
also think our school should eliminate the plastic 
utensils provided in the cafeteria: the plastic free 
environment would encourage students to bring their 
own utensils, which not only reduce waste in school, 
but also help students to build a healthy habit from a 
very young age. 
Recommendation: 1. Cease the plastic utensil usage in 
all Princeton Public Schools. 2. The administration 
should strongly enforce recycle policy and, if 
necessary, education. 

 


