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** I work for GW in an office that is pretty well involved in campus sustainability issues so I do not feel 

comfortable talking about my current school for this project. Instead, I am going to review my 

undergraduate university, the University of California Berkeley, because I was formerly there and pretty 

well involved in the environmental community.  

 

Fashion:  

My Grade: C-  

UC Berkeley does not do much to encourage students to chose sustainable fashion.  I know that a 

student group has held a sustainable fashion show in the past, where students make clothes from 

“trash” such as scrap textiles. Other than some work being done by student groups, their really has not 

been a lot of work done in regards to sustainable fashion on the UC Berkeley campus.  

Recommendations: UC Berkeley could set up clothing collection bins where students can drop off any 

clothes they want to donate. There are also a ton of thrift stores surrounding the campus, so it would be 

cool if the Office of Sustainability there or a student group could work with those stores to create a 

“thrifting” day where UC Berkeley students receive discounts for shopping at their stores.  

Food Waste:  

My Grade: B-  

UC Berkeley has compost bins around the major hotspots of campus with very clear imagery as to what 

can go in them, which is great. Many students are very socially conscious there, so a lot of people 

personally do what they can to reduce their food waste. As far as actions taken by the school though, 

the composting program is their biggest piece of work.  

Recommendations: UC Berkeley could improve the placement of their bins, i.e. getting more bins to 

place around the campus. There was many a day when I had stuff to compost from my snack or lunch, 

but there was no close compost bin to put it in. They should also think about doing an awareness 

campaign to help students understand what can and cannot go into the compost bins. 

Social Justice:  

My Grade: A  

UC Berkeley is one of the most liberal campuses in the nation, and that shows in its love of 

environmental issues. There have been more low and high profile protests on campus than I can count. 
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As the home of the Free Speech Movement, every student has a right to express their opinions, and that 

is reflecting in the school’s willingness to let students get involved with social activism.  

Recommendations: Honestly none. I participated in some protests and social justice campaigns during 

my time at UC Berkeley surrounding the environment, and I think the school really does a good job of 

having something for everyone.  

Footprint:  

My Grade: A -  

UC Berkeley recently announced that they are completely divesting from fossil fuels, which is amazing. 

The whole UC system has recently been making a lot of pledges to make their schools more green, 

which is beyond exciting to hear. UC Berkeley also receives some of its energy from solar power, which 

is awesome.  

Recommendations: Again, I don’t have too many things to say here because I think UC Berkeley is doing 

one excellent job trying to reduce their footprint. My only recommendation would be creating more 

transparency in their energy holdings and creating a more concrete plan on exactly how they are going 

to divest.  

Water:  

My Grade: B+  

There are bottle fills all across campus- which is excellent.  Barely any students carry plastic water 

bottles. Every year, the campus has reduced its water use, dropping about 25% from 2008 levels to 

2016. Per person water use has decreased as well, about 34% from 2007 to 2016 (Source: 

https://sustainability.berkeley.edu/our-performance/water). Water has always been a topic of 

conversation in California, so it is something the people there are acutely aware of and are conscious 

about.  

Recommendations: Some more awareness campaigns run by the school would help get those numbers 

down more. I would also recommend a water audit so officials can see where water is being wasted and 

where improvements can be made.  
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