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After watching the video with my suitemates, I received a variety of comments. Many of 
my suitemates were shocked to see what really went on behind the scenes of their fashion. 
Most of them felt guilty afterwards because they realized they had never thought about the 
consequences of cheap fashion. Some words they used to describe the video were scary, 
saddening, corrupted, soulless,and shocking. One of my friends had a visceral and angry 
reaction at seeing how the government treats their employees in third world countries like 
Cambodia. We don’t realize that there are consequences when something is cheap and instead 
we have a happy reaction because to us it means we can afford the clothes. As poor college 
students, cheap clothes is an easy way to keep up with the fashion, but at what cost? My suite 
has made the decision to not shop for anymore things that fall under fast fashion and instead 
opt for fairtrade companies and thrift stores. Another one of my friends said that she wished 
more people were educated on this and that they knew the secret behind fast fashion. She also 
said that it is sad how hard the government and big businesses work to cover these things up. 

One of the most horrifying things I learned from this documentary is the unfair and unjust 
conditions and circumstances that women in third world countries have to face. For example, 
when women in Cambodia went on strike to protest for higher wages, the government got 
involved and shot the protestors. Additionally, in India, women are forced to take their children 
to work with them because they are too poor to afford a babysitter or have someone look after 
them. These women are often single mothers who make $10 USD a month. These conditions 
are absolutely sickening and repulsive and inhumane. What’s worse is that most people living in 
first world countries are absolutely unaware about these problems that exist in other countries; 
or even worse, some people choose to purposely ignore these facts. The reality of where our 
clothes come from is heartbreaking to hear about and this problem is deeply tied in with politics, 
economics, social status, and corruption. To spread this message with my friends and family, I 
want to tell them about alternative options that are available, such as thrifting, shopping from 
sustainable brands, or repurposing clothing items that we already have at home. For example, 
certain brands, such as Everlane and Reformation, put transparency first as part of their 
business model, allowing customers to see where the materials/fabrics were sourced from, 
where the textile factories are located, and exactly how many gallons of water was needed to 
make a pair of jeans. By being aware of the facts, a person can make better decisions for 
themselves and for the planet. 
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