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A garden that is nearby Binghamton campus is our Binghamton Acres Farm. It is 
operated only by students with the help of a professor on campus who teaches about 
sustainable agriculture. The farm has three different projects, the “Edible Forest Garden”, “Fruit 
and Vegetable Garden”, and compost demonstration. The farm has multiple student volunteers 
that spend hundreds of hours on it as well as interns that work during the growing seasons. The 
purpose of the farm is to educate the community as well as students about the connections 
between food, the environment, and alternative food production systems. From the crops the 
farm produces they are able to host events such as a Grill Day. It is opened to the public and 
the students to educate them on where sustainable food can come from.  

In order to understand more about the garden and project I talked to a friend I met in the 
greenhouse on campus. We met accidentally when she asked if I had a charger I could borrow 
and we had a discussion on our love for the greenhouse which led to me telling her about 
Project Green. She was extremely interested in the environmentally educational challenges and 
mentioned that she worked on BU Acres as well as the Co-op on campus that created 
gluten-free vegan food which only gets its food supplies from organic locally grown locations. 
We exchanged numbers and when I heard about this challenge I set up a time and place to 
meet up with her and learn more about the garden on campus. I showed her the poster we 
made for the Greener challenge as well as the videos linked in the Green challenge and we 
discussed different soil regenerative practices. While she was aware of the importance of 
regenerative soil practices the exact statistics about the importance of soil in its ability to 
decrease carbon rates in the atmosphere surprised her. We went through the practices that 
were already in practice on the Green America website. Points such as, edible plants, keep soil 
covered, encourage biodiversity, compost, and using people were already practices that were in 
place. Most of the practices that were on the list were either already in place or she wasn’t sure 
if they were. It was really fruitful for me to learn more about the garden on campus.  

A point on the list that I was really interested in was the incorporation of plants and 
animals. We also had an opportunity to visit the beehives with the Bee Club, it helped me reflect 
on the importance of the relationships between the ecosystem. Not only do the plants benefit 
from the soil but also animals that benefit from healthy plants. It was really fruitful not only to see 
the apple trees but the ecosystem that revolved around it. It reminded me that we were also part 
of this cycle and have to do more in order to keep it healthy and protected. We’ve attached 
pictures as well as the confirmation page of the garden below.  
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