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Day 10- Greenest  
Social Injustices in Princeton/Princeton High School:  

1. Discrimination against different minority groups (specifically 
LGBTQ+ people and cases of anti-semitism)  

a. This issue impacts minority groups that are discriminated against at 
PHS and in Princeton in general. For these circumstancs, I will 
mainly be talking about LGBTQ+ folks and anti-semitism. Honestly 
discrimination of any kind impacts the community as a whole 
because is an indication of a larger and more rooted problem. This 
matters to me because as a part of a minority group that is also often 
(discreetly) discriminated against (Asian American), it is extremely 
essential to me that we fight this kind of ignorance and hatred. One 
example of discrimination against LGBTQ+ people was when our 
school decided to implement gener-neutral bathrooms on the first 
floor. First of all, the administration did a horrible job of 
implementing this because most of the teachers, staff, and students 
did not know that this was happening. One day, a student was in a 
stall when a few older guys came into the bathroom and started 
banging on the bathroom stall and yelling at this student. The boys 
taunted the student and called them some horrible names. 
Afterward, the student ran to my Spanish teacher crying, obviously 
extremely shaken and hurt. This case really touched me and made 
me feel very emotional because I will never understand why people 
cannot just be nice and accepting of one another. And if you do not 
like it, just walk away. One example of anti-seminitsm in PHS was 
the infamous Nazi beer pong incident which was so enormous and 
impactful that it made its way into a New York Times article. In 
summary, a couple of students at a party played a “Nazi vs Jews” 
beer pong game, which they posted to social media, and then a 
young woman who went to PHS saw this and posed about it on her 
blog. The story blew up, and the school was forced to address it. This 
left a large and lasting impact on our school, and even thought this 
was a year before I started school, I realized that Princeon is not 
always the kind, accepting, and loving bubble that we all think it is. 
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Discrimination and flat out racism is still very prevalent in even a 
liberal, public NJ high school.  

i. Here’s the link to the NYT article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/11/nyregion/racist-drinking-
game-causes-uproar-at-high-school-in-new-jersey.html 

b. There are various social justice organizations around the school. I 
am already part of a few, such as Corner House, in the program 
GAIA, which stands for Growing Up as an Accepted Individual in 
America where we meet every Tuesday night as a group and plan 
workshops for younger kids in the middle and elementary school 
that teaches them about racism, sterotypes, prejudice, 
discrimination). I am also part of Redefy, a completely youth run 
organization that works to on defying sterotypes and fighting 
discrimination and racism of all kinds. I am actually very passionate 
about this issue, and have been pretty active in fighting against it 
and will continue to be. There are really various ways to get involved 
with this issue all around the community, with clubs at PHS like GSA 
(Gay-Straight Alliance) or BSU (Black Student Union) or Multicracial 
Student Union. Two recent graduates even started Choose.org, and 
they have traveled across the country and wrote a book on racial 
literacy.   

c. This issue can very much be connected to the world now. In the US, I 
believe that there is hate forming in our communities and it is a 
serious and growing problem that needs to be fought against and 
stopped before it grows into great conflict. There has been a surge in 
anti-seministm, white supremacy in the US for a couple years now, 
and this is a real, concerning issue that people need to educate 
themselves on. In the world, there are various instances relating to 
this issue as well. For example, the persecution of Muslims in China 
by rounding them up, putting them in internment camps, and also 
forcing them into hard labor. This is absolutely unaccptable 
behavior and a total human rights violation that stems from great 
prejudice and discrimination against Muslims in China, one example 
of many in the world today.  
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2. Education Gap/Achievement Gap  
a. The education gap at Princeton High School negatively affects 

lower-income groups while it benefits higher-income groups. It 
affects students’ ability to learn and have the same opportunities, 
ultimately also affecting their futures. This really matters to me 
because I strongly believe that all students should receive the same 
opportunity to succeed in and out of school, and I believe that it is 
unfair to compare students while they do not receive the same level 
of education. For example, PHS is known to be a competitive and 
academically rigorous school, and many students take AP classes to 
challenge themselves, and let's be honest, to impress colleges. 
However, students that make up these classes are mostly Asian and 
White students, while Hispanic/Latino and African American 
students are often left in the dark. This is not their fault; Rather, it is 
the fact that they are also often from lower-income communities 
(another issue I talked about before) and do not have the same 
family, social, or economic circumstances as higher-income students 
which often hinders their academic career and performance in 
school, and therefore does not allow for them to take rigorous 
courses like AP classes. 

b.  Similar to the problem of income inequality, I do not think there is a 
specific group/organization/club dedicated to fighting this issue. 
However, our school does try to help alleviate this issue by 
attempting to provide free tutoring at that school. However, I believe 
that there is more to be done. One of those, I believe, is difficult 
because it addresses going to the root of the problem of the 
achievement gap, which is the wealth gap between different groups 
and races. I think forming an organization dedicated to working on 
this could be very beneficial, effective, and helpful.  

c. The achievement gap is something that is impacting schools all over 
this country and across the world, especially at schools that are 
ultra-competitive and rigurious like PHS, as well as schools that are 
clearly segregated (by race or income level), which have extremely 
different levels of achievement. This is an injustice to children all 
over the world, and is an issue that needs to be talked about more 
often and resolved.  



 
 
 

3. Wealth Gap/Income Inequality  
a. The wealth gap is a pretty prevalent issue in Princeton. In our town, 

there is a wide split between those who are affluent and well off and 
those who are just struggling to get by. You can actually see this gap 
just by looking at neighborhoods in Princeton and comparing the 
wealthier to poorer areas. This matters to me because I believe that 
it is a great injustice to have so many rich people in our town live 
carelessly and throw money around while so many others are 
struggling. 

b. I do not think that there is a specific group dedicated to fighting the 
wealth gap, but we have organizations that help provide food for 
lower-income communities, as well as food banks and pantries 
which are helpful. I do believe that there is more to be done 
regarding this issue. One of the first steps is for people in positions of 
power to realize their privilege and educate themselves on this issue, 
which is something I would 100% be willing to participate and help 
in.  

c. This issue is very prevalent in the world today. Especially in the 
United States, the wealth gap is growing significantly and there is 
great injustice forming regarding economic status and income 
inequality. In America, the top 1% makes 26 times the average 
amount that the 99% makes, which is just insane and horrifying to 
me. 

 

 


