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Reflection 

To present the information I learned, I created posters that reflected the overarching themes of 
the interconnectedness of soil, the atmosphere, and the environment. 

I presented my information to a group of friends over a meal. And I was entertained by the 
conversation that followed! 

As a teacher, I did my part in educating the group on global issues that are affecting us as a 
human species on an individual level as well as on a global level. I offered examples in our 
world today that further explained the issues surrounding soil and soil degradation. I guided my 
group by taking them through each aspect of information that the readings discussed as well as 
from my own additional research. I first explained the basics of soil and what the dilemma was 
and then went on to describe how the oceans, the biosphere, and atmosphere all connect back to 
soil and how every piece of the puzzle affects the other. After explaining the basics, I brought up 
ideas for solutions and what is being done on a human and political level to combat this. I 
wanted to make sure the group I presented to understood the gravity of the situation and took 
away something that would stick with them after the day was over.  

Feedback: 

Below I have responses from two friends I presented to: 

“There are so many factors that tie in together on this topic. Reinforcing the idea that fossil fuel 
comes from carbon, carbon is on every level of the planet, carbons in water that is also 
distributed to the trees and more. We will run out of a planet too. It’s important to not only think 
about taking care of trees and water and things like that, but also the soil. Soil is not something 
we think about often. In particular with erosion and killing and making the soil infertile, this is 
problematic because it’s a vicious cycle. Trees can’t grow. If we don’t have those, we don’t have 
anything taking in carbon from the atmosphere and we’re stuck with an atmosphere filled with 
an abundance of carbon where it shouldn’t be.” – Alexis 

*I’d like to point out that Alexis liked my tree drawings! 
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“We have to be very careful with our environment. With what we’re taking away from it 
especially because it can come back and cause an even bigger problem. We will run out of 
resources if we dont look after the Earth. 

This was important in understanding nowadays going through global warming. None of us are 
fully aware of it. Considering who is in the white house and how we have pulled out of the paris 
accord. It’s not on our everyday mind until there's snow in may or a 70/80 degree day in October 
which happened recently. 

And it’s good to be informed in what’s going on with our Earth. And if we’re not careful we 
could lose it. We’ve been crappy to the environment. We’re using up all the resources and 
keeping things clean, tearing down trees to build factories that produce more carbon. Our 
population is ever growing and if that is going to continue we need to come up with a sustainable 
solution for human life, because nature doesn't need people, people need nature.” - Rachel H. 

*I’d like to point out that Rachel ALSO liked my drawings! 



Besides the presentation, we wanted to spread the word further on campus. Zoe created these 
graphics to go along with my learning tool.  
 
This poster was disseminated throughout all of our academic buildings, and hung in high foot 
traffic areas to reach a broader audience. It was also shared in our residence hall facebook groups 
by our Eco-Reps (there are 27 residence halls at Champlain).  



 
 
 
 
 



This “business card” was designed to be easily and quickly distributed to students, faculty, and 
staff. We handed these out during the day and left some on tables around campus in hope that 
people will be intrigued and scan the code. The QR code links to this video on the importance of 
conserving soil: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RuNQiX_HEA The inclusion of the “do or 
die” may seem a little extreme, but we believe it’s important that more individuals recognize the 
severity of the issue, and are then inspired to create change.  
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