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Rocky Mountain National Park
After seeing this adventure as being the 

greenest challenge for today, my family and I 

decided to take a day trip up to Rocky 

Mountain National Park to enjoy it before it 

gets blanketed in snow. There are so many 

trees and large mountains throughout the 

entire park and there is no way to describe 

my feelings other than being in complete awe 

at the wondrous beauty nature is. In some 

ways, it made me feel small and insignificant, 

because of how majestic it was, but this just 

gave me more respect for nature.



Butterfly
❖ When we were hiking on one of the 

trails, I was surprised to find a 

beautiful butterfly on a native 

wildflower

❖ This was especially amazing, because 

they aren’t very common in Colorado 

during this time of year

❖ I believe the butterfly is a Western 

Tiger Swallowtail and the flower it is 

pollinating is a Delphinium



Hawk

❖ I unfortunately couldn’t get a closeup 

picture of any birds, but this is one I 

was able to take from a distance

❖ I believe the birds are a species of 

hawk, but I can’t be absolutely 

certain



Columbine Flower

❖ Not many flowers are currently in 

bloom, but I was fortunate enough to 

find a patch of Columbine flowers 

(Colorado’s state flower), while 

hiking on a trail



Herd of Elk

❖ While driving on one of the roads, 

we came across a herd of elk

❖ The appeared to be migrating to a 

new grazing ground 

❖ There were approximately 50 elk!



Terrain: Rocky and Largely Forested

❖ The majority of the park had quite 

rocky soil, with some areas having 

huge boulders protruding from the 

Earth

❖ Lower elevation areas were almost 

entirely covered in trees, but as we 

went up in elevation, the tree density 

went down



Clear Skies

❖ We were pleasantly surprised to see 

pretty clear skies almost the entire 

time we were there

❖ There are often storms this time of 

year, so the nice weather was pleasant 

to hike in

❖ Towards the end of our adventure, 

some storm clouds started rolling in, 

but it was clear for most of the day



What Took My Breath Away/ Surprised Me

❖ Several things took my breath away, 

but the most astounding thing to me 

was a lake we hiked to (pictured 

right). It was just so incredibly lucid 

and peaceful that it almost felt unreal.

❖ To be frank, the pleasant weather 

surprised me the most, because 

during this time of year, there are 

often blizzards in the mountains.



Adventures are so much fun!

❖ All in all, I hiked about 3 different 

trails, which allowed for me to 

experience different parts of the park 

and be truly exhilarated by the 

diversity in this one park alone.

❖ Hiking is one of my favorite activities 

and I’m glad that I got the 

opportunity to do it for PGC today!



Sharing With a Friend

❖ I decided to share my outdoor 

adventure with my friend, Isabel, as 

she’s someone who appreciates 

nature as much as me and would be 

inclined to go to Rocky Mountain 

National Park too.


