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PGC Day 12

Water
“Water is the 

driving force of all 
nature.” 

~Leonardo da Vinci



What we learned:
The Dangers of
Plastic Straws 

We use straws everyday, in our smoothies, coffee,
drinks, and iced tea. Yet, we don’t think twice about the

impact our wasteful lifestyles are having. Time Magazine
estimates that there are 7.5 million plastic straws

polluting U.S. shorelines, and anywhere from 437 million
to 8.3 billion plastic straws on shorelines around the

world. Plastic straws are relatively thin, resulting in them
breaking down into smaller plastic particles known as

microplastics more quickly. These microplastics
contaminate our oceans and waterways, and pose a

serious threat to marine waterlife! Straws were ranked
the seventh most common piece of trash collected in
2017 on global beaches by volunteer cleanup crews

associated with the Ocean Conservancy, a marine
environmental advocacy group. Jennifer participated in

the International Coastal Cleanup with the Ocean
Conservancy and collected over 50 straws at her local

beach. She and the other members of the Nature Nerds
team, Alice, Richard, and Joanne, have all taken the
pledge to #stopsucking, and encouraged others to

follow suit. 



Accepting the
Challenge

Step 1: create our own URL

We knew that we had to do something tangible and
took action by encouraging our friends and family

members to click on our link from the Lonely Whale’s
#StopSucking campaign. We generated almost 100

commitments, and counting. 



Accepting the
Challenge

Step 2: Share on social media and
enlist the help of friends.





Step 3: Educating
Others

The Dangers of
Plastic Straws 

Here are some photos documenting us and
our friends taking the pledge to #stopsucking.

The Nature Nerds Team, clockwise from
upper left: Joanne, Jennifer, Alice, Richard







Accepting the
Challenge

Step 3: Use your URL code to see who
has accepted your challenge


