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Tim kaine(D)- US Senate, representing virginia 

 
The issues 

The environment: 
Supports renewable energy expansion 
Supports policies designed to combat climate change 
Comprehensive clean power 
Opposition to offshore drilling  
Supports clean coal and pensions for coal miners 
Protect natural land(national parks, recreation areas) 

Immigration 
Supports DREAMERS, supports DACA 
Supports comprehensive immigration reform 
Supports the DREAM act 
Protects the Temporary Protected Status for refugees 
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Education 
Investment in education 
Increased funding for early childhood education 
Supports the Every Student Succeeds Act 
Increase quality of career and technical education offered 
 

My opinion:  
Almost all of these positions that tim kaine holds. I really like his progressive stance on immigration and 
education, mostly his support of increased funding for early childhood education. I also really like that he supports 
DACA and Dreamers, and supports comprehensive immigration reform. I think that as a country, we need to invest a 
lot more money into our education system, and our immigration system is very unfair and complicated. Most of 
his environmental opinions i agree with, such as supporting renewable energy and increasing public lands. However, 
i do not agree with his opinion about the importance of clean coal. I think that we should be focusing on getting 
away from coal, and there really is no such thing as clean coal. These issues are very important to me, because i think 
they are some of the most hotly contested ones in our current political climate. The environment is the most 
important to me, because we need to protect our planet or it will be destroyed! Immigration and education are huge 
issues facing our country today, and we have a chance right now to reform our education and immigration systems 
in a positive and productive way! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Leslie Cockburn(D)- US House of representatives, representing 
virginia’s 5th district 

 
The issues 

The environment: 
Anti-pipeline 
Supports land easements and conservation 
Rejoin the paris climate agreement 
Supports the us climate alliance 

Women: 
Supports equal pay and the PAycheck Fairness Act 
Promote women’s retirement security 
Supports women’s right to choose 
End “global gag rule” in order to provide aid to ngos providing contraception/family planning in developing 
countries 
Restore affordable care act 

Education: 
Supports strong public education 
Increase teachers salaries 
Expand pre-k education and funding 
Supports free community college 
 



 

My opinion: 
I fully support all of these opinions. I really like Leslie’s focus on rejoining the paris climate agreement, as well as 
her anti-pipeline stance. I also really like that she supports increased land conservation, because i think that is 
really important. As a woman, i really appreciate that she wants to fight for women’s equal pay in the workforce. I 
also really support the right to choose, and giving aid to ngos who provide family planning in developing 
countries. Overpopulation is a huge environmental issue, and that can really help with that. I also really agree with 
her stance on public education and increasing teachers salaries and funding for school. I think that would be very 
cool to have free community college, because a more educated population is a better one! I chose these issues because 
they are the ones that most directly impact me; i am a female college student, who is very interested in 
environmental sustainability.  I also think that these issues affect everyone, and we should all be paying attention 
to them. 
 

My position: 
If i was in the government, my position would be very similar to these party platforms. I would support a transition 
to carbon neutrality and 100% renewable energy. I would also support a huge expansion of land conservation. I 
support greatly increased funding for public school, especially in impoverished areas and in early childhood 
education. I also support pay raises for teachers. I support DACA and Dreamers, and i want the US to have a more open 
immigration policy. After all, we are a nation of immigrants! I also support women’s equal pay and equality in all 
ways, as well as women’s right to choose. I also would increase funding for NGOs who support family planning in 
developing countries. However, tim kaine and leslie cockburn have very similar ideas to me, and i am very happy to 
have them represent me! 
 

Verdict: 
I will be voting for both tim kaine and leslie cockburn in 
november! I feel much more knowledgeable about their stance on 
issues, which has cemented how i am going to vote. 
 
 


