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TAKING
Action

Hello, 

My name is Rachelle Lee, and I’m a sophomore from Jericho High School. Recently, my friend Sarah and I discovered how 
harmful styrofoam is. 

Thus, Sarah and I are writing today to ask you to support a ban on Styrofoam and polystyrene products. 

This is a human health issue. Styrene is a carcinogen that can migrate into food and drinks when it comes in contact with high- 
fat or acidic foods. And people put polystyrene and Styrofoam products to their lips every day. 

And it is an environmental issue. The Environmental Protection Agency ranks Styrofoam manufacturing as the fifth worst 
global industry in terms of hazardous waste creation. 

Polystyrene and Styrofoam are difficult to recycle and even banned from many recycling programs because of contamination 
problems. 

As a result, polystyrene and Styrofoam end up in landfills and waterways; they are some of the most common forms of plastic 
pollution in the environment. 

As part of the “New Plastics Economy” report of 2017, leaders of 15 global brands—including Dow Chemical, Coca-Cola, L’Oreal, 
Unilever, and Procter & Gamble—recommended the phase-out of polystyrene and Styrofoam products. 

Please support a ban on polystyrene and Styrofoam today! 

Sincerely, 
Sarah and Rachelle  

Today, we decided to take a stand against the use of 
styrofoam and polystyrene products by taking the pledge to 

be #foamfree and emailing our local representatives to 
request legislation to be passed! 

Our email to our represetative:



POLYSTYRENE IN 

Jericho
In our area, there is no ban that have been 

passed or is pending. We are shocked about 

this fact since polystyrene products are one of 

the most harmful wastes that exist. However, 

we were pleased to see Glen Cove, a town 

right next door to Jericho, where we live, has 

had a ban on polystyrene since 1988! 



POLYSTYRENE 
AROUND OURCampus

I N  O U R  S C H O O L  C A M P U S ,  W E  S E E  S T Y R O F O A M  B E I N G  
U S E D  I N  T W O  W A Y S .  F I R S T ,  S T Y R O F O A M  I S  U S E D  T O  

C A R R Y  C O F F E E  T H A T  S T U D E N T S  B Y  F R O M  V A R I O U S  
C O F F E E  S H O P S  I N  O U R  T O W N .  T H E  S E C O N D  W A Y  

S T Y R O F O A M  I S  U S E D  I S  S  B Y  B E I N G  U S E D  T O  H O L D  T H E  
I C E D  C O F F E E  O U R  S C H O O L  S E L L S .  T H I S  I S  H O R R I F Y I N G  

T O  U S  S I N C E  W E  N O W  K N O W  A N D  R E A L I Z E  H O W  
H A R M F U L  I T  I S !  I T  C A N  E V E N  C A U S E  C A N C E R !  T H I S  I S  

N O T  S O M E T H I N G  I  W A N T  A N Y O N E  I N  S C H O O L  O R  I N  T H E  
W O R L D  T O  U S E !  I N  A D D I T I O N ,  E V E R Y  D A Y ,  D O Z E N S  O F  

C U P S  A R E  U S E D  A N D  T H R O W N  O U T  A F T E R  A  S I N G L E  U S E ,  
C O N T R I B U T I N G  T O  M O R E  W A S T E  O N  O U R  E A R T H .  W E  

W I L L  H E L P  T O  R E D U C E  T H I S  P R O B L E M  B Y  I N F O R M I N G  
O U R  F R I E N D S  T O  S T O P  U S I N G  A N D  B U Y I N G  S T Y R O F O A M  
A N D  B Y  A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  L E G I S L A T I O N  T O  B E  P A S S E D .  



#FOAMFREE
A V O I D  P O L Y S T Y R E N E

  B E C O M E

Polystyrene is one of 
the world's most 
harmful forms of 

waste on the planet.

P o l y s t y r e n e  i s  
c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  

a s  S T Y R O F O A M

P o l y s t y r e n e  i s  m a d e  u p  
o f  s t y r e n e ,  a  k n o w n  

c a r c i n o g e n  ( a k a  i t  
c a u s e s  c a n c e r )

P o l y s t y r e n e  
t a k e s  h u n d r e d s  

o f  y e a r s  t o  
d e c o m p o s e
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