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The Facts

● Hemp fibers have been used in the following ways:
- fabrics, textiles, yarns, spun fibers, carpeting, home furnishings
- paper, construction and insulation materials, oil absorbents
- the seeks and oilcake used in salad and cooking oil and dairy alternatives/ alternative protein source
- oil from hemp seed used in soap, shampoo, lotions, bath gels, cosmetics
- medicinal and therapeutic value
- as a building material mixed with lime products, lightweight insulating materials, plastics for fiberglass alternative 
in automotive and aviation sectors
- promoted as a potential biodiesel feedstock and cover crop

● Botanically, both hemp and marijuana are both Cannabis sativa, but hemp is the plant without the delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis, as delta-9 is the psychotropic 
property of cannabis.



Figures





What did we learn?

Industrial hemp is a 100% versatile material in its ability to be used in almost all the components of the house; including the 
construction boards, insulation, finishes, paint, and plumbing. In the interior of the home, hemp is in the desk, the papers inside, 

clothes in the closet, the fabric of carpets, and the plastic component of electronic devices. In this way, with the legalization of hemp, 
it can be incorporated into nearly all aspects of our daily life without a change to our habits. Another thing is that though the US will 
import an estimated $500 million worth of products made from hemp, it continues to be illegal for farmers to grow on domestic soil. 
Hemp is used as a community building material. Research developments are used to access the seeds of industrial hemp, particularly 

in Kentucky, though the DEA threatens to go to federal court and charge farmers that try and plant the crop, despite its numerous 
uses.



Is this life supported?

Though I do believe the use of this biosustainable plant is important, it will clearly take a long time for it to 
become this highly integrated into our everyday lives. As many states consider legislation over the legalization 
of industrial hemp, it will take time for it to be incorporated into mainstream consumerism to the point where 
nearly all components of the infrastructure of the house are made of hemp, as well as daily commodities, such 

as newspapers and clothing. However, as this material is sustainable and researchers are constantly looking for 
new ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and lessen the effect on the environment that the 

manufacturing of essentials has, things like cars and paper would be I believe widely accepted because of their 
sustainability. On the other hand, realistically there might be some criticism in its integration because some 

people may be uncomfortable using a material that they associate with the illegal drug.



Reflection

I myself have always supported the legalization of hemp, but I was looking at it from a political, social, and 
cultural lense. However, with the research for this challenge, I have come to realize all the benefits of industrial 
hemp and fully believe that it should be legalized nationwide. I understand that some states may be skeptic to 

enact legislation and consumers may be reluctant to integrate this material into their everyday lives because of 
its association, but I think the benefits of the material far outweigh the potentially negative consequences of 

public backlash. For example, industrial hemp is exceptionally versatile in ways that I would have never 
imagined, and I now see all the ways in which we can improve on our daily habits and accessories by using 

hemp to make our lives more sustainable.


