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Reflection/Response

        In the few years I spent living in Sichuan China, I always had to detour 

around this miles-long patch of a “tall useless grass” as I called it, creating such 

a long and unendurable ride from my house to the nearest city. I have always 

wondered, Why has nobody ever touched or built on this desolate field?... 

....until I saw my grandma sitting on a stool, knitting another blanket for me with 

some fine material I had never seen before. I asked her where it came from, 

and she matter-of-factly pointed to the fields past the window, full of that same 

tall grass. And to my surprise, after knitting everything together, her finished 

product felt exactly the same to the touch as all my other quilts and sweaters 

had! Immediately after my realization, I felt an overwhelming amount of 

gratitude for the fields, for I never expected to be dependent on this “tall useless 

grass”. 

        One day that is not so far from us, I and millions of others will be grateful and 

dependent on this crop; not just for our soft quilts and sweaters, but for much 

more. It all starts with a movement - a movement that has the power to inspire 

millions, from farmers to entrepreneurs to lawmakers about the importance of 

growing hemp: that hemp may be our only feasible way to a sustainable future. 

        One day in the near future, people will reminisce about a distant past when 

water was made scarce for their parents by unsustainable steel and cotton 

manufacturing. Others may recognize paper in the same way we recognize 

papyrus today. But they are all reassured that the days when humankind 

distressed over the health of their planet are long gone - buried in the archives 

of history.  But not until they can see where most of their clothing, houses, cars, 

fertile soil, energy, and a healthy planet can come from, will they be grateful. 

Until then, the field of tall useless grass is still a long detour. 
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 Robert shares a personal connection to hemp during his 

childhood, when he still lived in China:



3 things we learned:

1)          In terms of land use, hemp is a very space-efficient 
crop. By switching from cotton and wool in the textile 
industry, significantly fewer trees will be cut down, as 
less land is required for industrial hemp. However, not 
only does hemp conserve trees: its roots also conserve the 
soil’s fertility. Lastly, by switching to water-efficient 
hemp, the clothing industry will drastically reduce its 
water footprint without sacrifice of quality or quantity.

An Efficient Crop

TEAM NAME: ECOHAWKS
USERNAME: ECOHAWKS

EMAIL: ECOHAWKS2017@GMAIL.COM
SCHOOL: JERICHO HIGH SCHOOL



3 things (cont.)

2)         Hemp, if grown in large amounts, can 
provide a renewable source of energy for 
millions. Because hemp can be grown in 
dense packs, consumes four times more 
carbon dioxide than a normal tree, and 
takes only 4 months to harvest, this crop 
can easily be mass produced and used for 
biomass combustion.

Biofuel
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3 things (cont.)

3)         Hemp is much easier to grow, more 
sustainably produced, and far more 
versatile than many materials that are 
common today. For solid structures such as 
cars and buildings, hemp fibers can be
woven into tight patterns, forming beams 
and frames that can endure large amounts 
of compression and strain. And if woven 
into sheets, hemp can make clothing that is 
comparable in quality to cotton.
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