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Things ​ ​I​ ​learned​ ​about ​ ​hemp: 
 

1. Hemp ​ ​is ​ ​not ​ ​a ​ ​drug. ​ ​Many ​ ​people​ ​view ​ ​it ​ ​as ​ ​such, ​ ​because​ ​it ​ ​is ​ ​in ​ ​the​ ​same​ ​family ​ ​as ​ ​cannabis, ​ ​but ​ ​it ​ ​is ​ ​not 
psychoactive. ​ ​The​ ​government ​ ​banned ​ ​all​ ​forms ​ ​of ​ ​cannabis, ​ ​but ​ ​hemp ​ ​is ​ ​not ​ ​dangerous ​ ​in ​ ​any ​ ​capacity. ​ ​In 
fact, ​ ​it ​ ​is ​ ​very ​ ​useful!​ ​Hemp ​ ​has ​ ​many ​ ​uses;​ ​food, ​ ​clothing, ​ ​paper​ ​products, ​ ​​ ​and ​ ​as ​ ​a ​ ​building​ ​material. 

 
2. Hemp ​ ​is ​ ​a ​ ​very ​ ​sustainable​ ​and ​ ​hardy ​ ​product. ​ ​It ​ ​is ​ ​frost ​ ​resistant, ​ ​requires ​ ​only ​ ​a ​ ​small​ ​amount ​ ​of ​ ​water, 

and ​ ​can ​ ​be​ ​grown ​ ​in ​ ​all​ ​the​ ​states ​ ​in ​ ​the​ ​united ​ ​states. ​ ​It ​ ​can ​ ​be​ ​used ​ ​as ​ ​an ​ ​environmentally ​ ​friendly 
plastic ​ ​substitute, ​ ​and ​ ​can ​ ​also ​ ​be​ ​used ​ ​to ​ ​make​ ​hemp ​ ​paper;​ ​the​ ​paper​ ​will​ ​not ​ ​fall​ ​apart ​ ​for​ ​hundreds ​ ​of 
years ​ ​and ​ ​can ​ ​be​ ​recycled ​ ​many ​ ​times. ​ ​It ​ ​aerates ​ ​the​ ​soil​ ​where​ ​it ​ ​grows, ​ ​reducing​ ​erosion ​ ​and 
deforestation. 

 
3. Hemp ​ ​was ​ ​a ​ ​major​ ​product ​ ​in ​ ​the​ ​us ​ ​economy ​ ​from ​ ​1776 ​ ​to ​ ​1937​ ​due​ ​to ​ ​its ​ ​easy-to-grow ​ ​nature​ ​and ​ ​its ​ ​vast 

properties. ​ ​​ ​Now, ​ ​hemp ​ ​is ​ ​considered ​ ​taboo ​ ​and ​ ​dangerous, ​ ​but ​ ​it ​ ​used ​ ​to ​ ​be​ ​widely ​ ​accepted. ​ ​The​ ​first ​ ​flags 
were​ ​made​ ​out ​ ​of ​ ​hemp! 

 
 

Can ​ ​hemp ​ ​become ​ ​a ​ ​big​ ​american ​ ​product ​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​future? 
 
The​ ​simple​ ​answer: ​ ​Yes! 
The​ ​complicated ​ ​answer: ​ ​It ​ ​depends. ​ ​There​ ​is ​ ​a ​ ​large​ ​stigma ​ ​against ​ ​hemp, ​ ​because​ ​many ​ ​people​ ​have​ ​been ​ ​brainwashed 
into ​ ​equating​ ​hemp ​ ​with ​ ​marijuana. ​ ​The​ ​current ​ ​laws ​ ​will​ ​be​ ​hard ​ ​to ​ ​remove, ​ ​because​ ​the​ ​government ​ ​bureaucracy ​ ​is 
very ​ ​convoluted ​ ​and ​ ​makes ​ ​it ​ ​hard ​ ​to ​ ​effect ​ ​change​ ​quickly. ​ ​However, ​ ​this ​ ​could ​ ​be​ ​a ​ ​solution ​ ​to ​ ​the​ ​united ​ ​state’s 
many ​ ​problems. ​ ​With ​ ​the​ ​production ​ ​of ​ ​hemp, ​ ​more​ ​jobs ​ ​could ​ ​be​ ​created, ​ ​both ​ ​in ​ ​farming​ ​and ​ ​the​ ​conversion ​ ​of 
hemp ​ ​into ​ ​other​ ​materials. ​ ​Additionally, ​ ​the​ ​rapid ​ ​ecosystem ​ ​loss ​ ​we​ ​are​ ​experiencing​ ​could ​ ​be​ ​halted ​ ​and ​ ​maybe​ ​even 
reversed ​ ​with ​ ​the​ ​introduction ​ ​of ​ ​hemp;​ ​it ​ ​aerates ​ ​the​ ​soil​ ​and ​ ​can ​ ​absorb ​ ​4 ​ ​times ​ ​more​ ​carbon ​ ​dioxide​ ​than ​ ​a ​ ​tree 
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can. ​ ​This ​ ​could ​ ​be​ ​a ​ ​huge​ ​step ​ ​forward ​ ​to ​ ​reducing​ ​climate​ ​change​ ​due​ ​to ​ ​excessive​ ​carbon ​ ​dioxide​ ​levels ​ ​in ​ ​our 
atmosphere. ​ ​The​ ​focus ​ ​on ​ ​quality ​ ​and ​ ​community, ​ ​as ​ ​seen ​ ​in ​ ​the​ ​patagonia ​ ​video, ​ ​reveals ​ ​to ​ ​me​ ​an ​ ​opportunity ​ ​for 
communities ​ ​to ​ ​reconnect, ​ ​both ​ ​with ​ ​each ​ ​other​ ​and ​ ​with ​ ​the​ ​earth. ​ ​Since​ ​there​ ​is ​ ​no ​ ​nationwide​ ​industrialization 
of ​ ​the​ ​hemp ​ ​industry, ​ ​it ​ ​remains ​ ​very ​ ​personal​ ​and ​ ​in ​ ​touch ​ ​with ​ ​nature. ​ ​In ​ ​a ​ ​society ​ ​where​ ​most ​ ​people​ ​don’t ​ ​know 
or​ ​care​ ​where​ ​their​ ​food ​ ​and ​ ​products ​ ​come​ ​from, ​ ​it ​ ​would ​ ​be​ ​a ​ ​welcome​ ​change- ​ ​and ​ ​a ​ ​needed ​ ​one. ​ ​It ​ ​will​ ​be 
difficult ​ ​initially ​ ​to ​ ​begin ​ ​the​ ​process ​ ​of ​ ​introducing​ ​hemp ​ ​on ​ ​a ​ ​large​ ​scale​ ​in ​ ​the​ ​united ​ ​states, ​ ​but ​ ​i​ ​am 
confident ​ ​that ​ ​our​ ​country ​ ​and ​ ​our​ ​world ​ ​would ​ ​be​ ​a ​ ​better​ ​place​ ​for​ ​it.  
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Response:  
Why ​ ​are​ ​we​ ​so ​ ​afraid ​ ​of ​ ​hemp?​ ​We​ ​need ​ ​to ​ ​embrace​ ​it, ​ ​not ​ ​shy ​ ​away ​ ​from ​ ​it!​ ​Hemp ​ ​is ​ ​a ​ ​sustainable​ ​alternative​ ​to ​ ​so 
many ​ ​products ​ ​that ​ ​are​ ​bankrupting​ ​our​ ​reserve​ ​of ​ ​natural​ ​resources;​ ​trees, ​ ​cotton, ​ ​food!​ ​Our​ ​way ​ ​of ​ ​thinking​ ​has 
morphed ​ ​into ​ ​a ​ ​disconnect ​ ​with ​ ​the​ ​earth- ​ ​hemp ​ ​can ​ ​be​ ​a ​ ​way ​ ​for​ ​us ​ ​to ​ ​reconnect ​ ​with ​ ​the​ ​earth, ​ ​our​ ​community, 
and ​ ​ourselves. ​ ​We​ ​have​ ​the​ ​opportunity ​ ​to ​ ​build ​ ​a ​ ​better​ ​world, ​ ​and ​ ​we​ ​need ​ ​to ​ ​take​ ​it!​ ​Hemp ​ ​can ​ ​heal​ ​the​ ​earth ​ ​and 
heal​ ​ourselves…​ ​if ​ ​we​ ​let ​ ​it. 


