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An Investigation of 
the Biodiversity at 
our High School.



F lora 

Summary

      Unfortunately, we observed that there is 

very little biodiversity in our school’s 

campus. Most plant species on campus 

consist of trees, grasses, shrubs (pictured), 

simple pot flowers and typical New 

England garden plants.. There is a clear 

need for increased biodiversity and plant 

presence, indicated by the barren field

below. 

at Jericho High School
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Reaching 

Out

        Because there were so little plants to be 

seen as we walked around campus. we 

decided to obtain more information and 

details that we could get through our visual 

observations. We decided to contact a 

faculty member who is very familiar with 

plants on campus. Mr. Grossman is actually 

the keeper of Jericho High SChool's 

greenhouse that is attached to the High 

School's research laboratories! 
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Online  Research

       As we waited for a response from Mr. Grossman, 

the four of us met at the library to research about 

online to see if we could dig up any information about 

our school's pesticide and herbicide usage. 

       We learned that our school 

uses only "non toxic methods for 

weed control and lawn 

fertilization." 

        However, our school has 

herbicide usage with 

questionable impacts on human 

health and the environment 
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R E P L Y !

POLLINATOR SPECIMENS THAT MR. GROSSMAN HAS 

NOTICED ON CAMPUS:

Trumpet vine (C. radicans)yucca

Butterfly bush (B. davidii)
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Responses

Are there any native, pollinator-friendly plants on campus? 

Yucca (unknown sp) which attracts several types of moth, and Butterfly Bush

(Buddleia davidii), which attracts many species of butterfly. 

Where does your school source the plants? 

There has been little change in the landscaping and plants in our

school/campus. No one we reached out to was aware of the plant sourcing. For

the past six years, students stated that they haven't seen any change and thus

little no staff know where our plants were sourced..

Where on campus, could you grow more native, pollinator-friendly

plants free of neonics? 

There is a garden which much potential that is neglected and often forgotten. We 

personally interviewed dozens of our friends who all stated that they didn't even 

know this "secret garden" existed.

What on campus methods could be used instead of pesticides to

ensure health of people, plants and species? 

-Simple DIY alternatives 

-Use other plants that repel insects/pests 

-Use non-toxic pesticides 

-Crop Roatation 

-Routine Plant Inspection 

-Sourcing "clean" and healthy plants, to prevent introduction of pests into garden.
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Our Final Report

What did you learn? 

           Through investigating our school’s flora, we realized how little biodiversity 

we have on campus. Mr. Grossman only reported to have seen three pollinator 

species, displaying the lacking variety of plants on campus. Still, after surveying 

our campus, we found plenty of areas to start pollinator-friendly gardens that 

weren't even being used. It was such an eye-opening experience, seeing the 

potential of our school to become more environmentally friendly. We also 

learned about a variety of pollinator-plant species that could benefit pollinators 

in our local area and increase the biodiversity at our school. We also learned how 

important biodiversity is to the ecosystem- it maintains a beautiful  balance in the 

ecosystem. Without biodiversity of species, our world and ecosystem would be 

fragile and easily disrupted. 

Were you surprised by your findings? 

          At first we were surprised that our school had barely any flowers or plants on  

campus except for trees, shrubs, and a few flowers. We have been walking on 

campus for years, but never noticed the lack of diversity. It was extremely 

surprising. 

Do you have any next steps in mind? If so what would they be? 

           Yes, we plan on finding out who has access and control  of the “secret

garden” and to inspire other students to help us create a garden. Our next

steps include gathering a following to help us, conducting more research  and

planning our garden as the winter comes along, and then finally carrying out our

goals to create the garden and implement pollinator-friendly plant species

around campus. 

T E A M  N A M E :  E C O H A W K S  
U S E R N A M E :  E C O H A W K S  

E M A I L :  E C O H A W K S 2 0 1 7 @ G M A I L . C O M  
S C H O O L :  J E R I C H O  H I G H  S C H O O L  


